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LETTER FROM CHAIRMAN
BRUCE FERGUSON.

Madk's note: Brucereturns to continue
his long-term contribution d vision &
vigour to this Section & to CIF. Before
coming to S. Ont. in 1988he served for
several years on CIF's Lake of the
Woods Section Courcil. Starting 1990
he served 7 years on ou Courxil, as
Chairman, Vice Chairman, and as our
rep. on a CIF restructuring committee.
Starting 1997, he served 4 years on
ClIF's National Exeautive, for one of
those yeas was CIF President. We ae
lucky to welcome Bruce bad!)

Where do| start? | guess | start with
the most important: our Sedionisalive
and well. Since returning to Section
affairs | am encouraged to see arevival
in adivity and esprit-de-corps of
members. Accepting to return as Chair
& Diredor was with alittle trepidation
and apprehension. However my feas
have been urfounded and especially
since | am honoued to have a great
team on Courcil. Besides thase who
continue to serve: Mike Clarke,
Caroline Mach, Mack Williams,
George Sinclair, JohnNolan and Tony
Molnar, | am privileged to have Jim
Cayford as Vice-Chair and Jim Coats
as program coordinator. What a team!

Already this CIF year JohnNolan
served as acting Diredor at the CIF
AGM and Conference d Whistler,
B.C. Courrxil has met twice and
conference @lled twice andwe had a
very succesdul field trip to St
Williams Nursery. Thisyea's <hedule

looks very good | encourage all
members to come and take part.
CIF/IFC is the voice of practitioners.
These events are important to our
profession and to getting the word ou.

What have we planned?

The fall meding & field trip came off
withou a hitch. Dolf Wynia organized
our best field trip in recent years with a
turnou of over 40 members & guests.
The theme was to consider the future
of woodand property of the old Crown
nursery. Thisforest trad istruly a
jewel and reeds our suppat to help
maintain it for future generations.

On Wednesday January 9 we will host
apanel of expert speakersto dscuss&
recommend solutions to the changing
landscape of private woodandin S.
Ont. Thiswill bein cooperation with
OPFA and U of T Faculty.

March 9we will officiate & the first
Silver Ring ceremony at Sir Sandford
Fleming College in Lindsay. The 2002
forest technicd grads will receive a
newly created silver ring with a
recessed tree engraved init. This
signifies the working bond d foresters
& technicians across Canada and bdh
as valued CIF members and
professional praditioners.

In early May we will hast our Annual
General Section meeting, probably in
the south half of Simcoe Courty. | look
forward to avery special social event.



We had a very special ceremony at
Doug Drysdale's treefarm October 31.
Doug sponsored a sumptuous luncheon
to honouw John Somerville of
Somerville Nurseries. This provided a
venue to formally present Johnwith his
CIF "Fellow of the Institute” certificae
for outstanding contribution to forestry
in Southern Ontario. The reception was
well attended with over 50 friends and
family as well as locd media. Courcil
was also well represented with five of
us there. Doug also presented two
certificates of recognition from the
local MP and MPP.

Finaly, | would like to thank all who
suppated me from the Section while |
was on National Executive. It wastruly
an honou to serve for four yeas and
make the acquaintance of so many fine
professionals from across Canada. CIF
is by far the best group d enthusiasts |
have had the pleasure to work and
socializewith.

In upcoming newsletters | will update
you onsome other program adivities
we are embarking upon And d course
we will continue the goodwork we do
at the Kortright Centre for
Conservation. The next two years are
very important to ou Sedionand
Courril needs your suppat and inpu.

Have asafe & joyous Christmas &
New Yea! | look forward to the
challenges and oppatunities of 2002

YOUR SECTION COUNCIL MEETS
BY CONFERENCE CALL & AT ST.
WILLIAMS

Your Sedion Courcil met by
Conference Call Fri. Oct. 5, with Bruce
Ferguson, Caroline Mad, Mike
Clarke, Tony Molnar & Madk
Williams present. We met again at
lunch hou during the Section's Fall
meeting at St Williams Friday, Oct. 19.

Same members were present plus bhn
Nolan, Jim Cayford & Jim Coats.
Treasurer George Sinclair was unable
to attend either meeting.

Bruce noted that John Somerville was
named Fellow of the Institute & the
CIF Board o Directors Meding.

Jim Coats was welcomed as Program
Coordinator; thiswas asmall alteration
in Courcil structure, approved by
Courril & by the membership. Jim
Coats, Jim Cayford & Mike Clarke are
to examine by-laws for change needed
for this position, & also to ensure
consistency with the recently revised
CIF National by-laws.

Courril plansto meet Nov. 20, likely
at Kortright Centre. We will review &
renew our relationship with the Centre,
including our hopes for a permanent
forestry there. We dso will likely
finalize plans for a January section
meeting, likely at Univ. of Toronto, on
forestry in the urban & urbanizing
landscape.

Bruce & Mike represented CIF &
forestry at a gathering in Toronto to
begin to formulate Canada's pasitionin
"Rio plus 10" in Johannesburg next
year to review progressfollowing the
UN Earth Summit in Rio de Janiero in
1992 More to come onthis.

Thisisthe first yea for the CIF Gold
Medal to be awarded to forestry
technician graduates. The avard for Sir
Sandford Fleming College will be on
March 9, 2002 at their Ring
Ceremony. The Sedionwill be there.
We may have a Sedion meding then.

The Section's Annual Medingislikely
to bein May.

It is noted that CIF and about half its
sedions have web sites.



YOUR SECTION MEETSAT ST.
WILLIAMS

Over 30 members & friends gent a
great Friday, Oct. 19 at St. Williams,
cradle of S. Ont. forestry, on "Ontario's
South Coast." Host Dolf Wynia noted
that St. Williams nursery was founded
a century ago partly in resporse to
growing shortage of timber for making
furniture. We toured the Nursery, &
also the St. Williams Crown Forest,
comprising the forested lands that were
part of the nursery property. The
gathering included two former CIF
Presidents (Jim Cayford & Bruce
Ferguson) & at least threeformer SOS
Chairs (Mike Clarke, Ken Elliott &
Dolf Wynia).

For almost 90 years St. Williams
operated as a Provincia Tree Nursery,
producing tens of millions of tree
sedallings. Around 1996t was aayuired
by Aqua-North, afirm founded in
North Bay with main officein Wawa.
Aqua North's Vice-President John ¢
Witt took us onatour.

Hereis 21st century sealling
production! So automated; so muchin
containers, seed placed into containers
just oneintheright placein each
container; in large trays that can hdd
hundeds of thousands of seedlings, on
rollers for amazngly easy moving
from place to place can be stacked as
needed, e.g. for winter storage. A lot of
high-tech & horticultural expertise
incorporated into this. What would
Frank Newman, Meth Adamson, Med
Linton & other heroes of the 1920s
have thought of this!

Most of the stock grown here goesto
N. Ont. (What that says for the state of
S. Ont. forestry!) What is grown here
is from sead from the right seed zone.
To grow it here makes use of the Lake

Erie climate. They produce dou 40
million. Their catalogue notes that 125
million seallings are planted up nath;
99.99% are container plugs; 15years
ago very few.

Next avisit to a 1908w. pine
plantation onsand that in those days
was blown aroundso that roads were
covered, & sand scooped ou around
houses; treebranches had to be placed
to protect planted seedlings. They were
from seed coll ected here, grown in
European nuseries, & sent bad here
in baskets. It was oonafter that St.
Williams nursery was founced.

Many w. pine trees were badly
weeviled; successive thinnings
removed most of the damaged trees ©
what is left is a beautiful stand with a
rich, diverse understory, that includes
speaes of special interest to naturalists,
scientists, reaeation wsers--and
loggers. A far cry from what it was like
in 1908 And a goodthing that the
severe weeviling did na make
someone decide to clear-cut it. Look at
it now!

Then we saw red pine planted in the
1930s; & asite that had been cleaed
of Scots pine & isbecoming a diverse
mix of several oaks, including
Chinquapin. Later looked at some
yourger white pine stands.

In all, the forest area of St. Williams &
Turkey Point is a success dory of sites
made harsh by human activity, then
restored by human hands to what they
are now. A story repeded to some
extent in many of the courty &
conservation authority agreament
forests, & onat least afew private
properties. A story worthy of
comparison with the delightful story
(& CBCvideo) "The Man Who
Planted Trees" of a shepherd who,
planting a few acorns daily for 40



years, transformed a barren areain
Southern France Or of the storiesin
the book " Forests of Hope" by a Swiss
forester who described a dozen case
histories worldwide.

They are success dories with a
precarious future. Just as viewpoints &
values are being sorted ou of loggers,
silviculturists, naturalists, wildlife
biologists, trail users, & people seeking
the therapeutic value of the forest's
peace & quiet, & the chall enges of
developing a forest management
regime that properly accommodates all
of these values, financial & other
suppat needed to stay viable sean to
have largely dried up What a
challenge to find away to move into
this exciting time for these forests, to
ensure that the good things come to
fruition, & that all this goodwork does
not fall victim to negled for want of
suppat.

We visited a"Picetum," areseach area
designed, planted and maintained by
Dr. Alan Gordon, retired scientist, to
compare the performance of various
spedes, provenances, etc., of spruce
from aroundthe world. Y et ancther
case of one person's work, continued
into his retirement, which if maintained
could provide valuable information
abou thisvaluable tree. Yet it toois at
risk of loss from neglect related to
inadequate fundng sources.

We passed an area where research in
ruffed grouse habitat is being dore,
and paused briefly at alookou point
establi shed by some cmmunity
initiative to give a stunnng view
across alarge marshy area and across
Lake Erie.

During adelicious oup & sandwich
lunch at the Backus Woods Centre the
Sedion Courcil meeting described

above took dace, as well as ashort
Sedion business meding.

FOREST MANAGEMENT
SUPPORT.

How is the forest management
challenge at the St. Williams Crown
Forest being met? District Manager
Alec Denys & District Forester Steve
Williams are promoting a partnership
among many people, & a sorting out of
who will dowhat to make it work.
Partners include Norfolk Courty, the
forest industry, naturali sts (Federation
of Ontario Naturalists & Norfolk
Naturali sts), the Conservation
Authority (Long Point Region),
various reaeation wsers, and ahers.

What is ought is adive involvement
of the partners & other cooperators &
volunteas. MNR will provide
manageria service (& technical
forestry expertise?); what is to be dore
by ead, & rewards to each, will bein
amemorandum of understanding.
Things like a new management plan,
monitoring, infrastructure suppat, will
bein place, also hunan & financial
resources. An accord with the natural
heritage community will be in place, &
azoning to accommodate a range of
users. MNR will have a controlling &
mediating role. Various advisory, locd
citizen, & technica committees will
operate.

CHESTNUT (Yes, Castanea dentatal)

Late in the day four of usvisited a
coupde who have afront lawn Chestnut
tree, descended from a nearby parent
tree. They collect the nuts, germinate
them & grow them in pds ontheir
property. They are willing to give (nat
sell!) them to anyore who will plant
them in a suitable place & give them



suitable cae. Another way one person
(or coude) can make a difference. One
of ustook several for planting by
scouts. What an oppatunity for
interested schods, scout groups, home
owners & others (anyone with a
suitable site) to help bring this edes
back from nea-extinction.

BUTTERNUT CONSERVATION

Barb Boysen writes in the Huronia
Woodand Owners' "Through the
Knothole" abou butternut, a species
with wildlife, timber, aesthetic &
cultural value, which is being
decimated by butternut canker. The
disease has been aroundfor several
decades, its origin isunknowvn bu it is
believed to be imported. Devastationis
to the paint of extirpationin some
areas.

A butternut working group res been
aseEmbled of US & Canadian experts
(incl. from U. of Guelph, U. of
Toronto, Canadian Forest Service, &
OMNR). A status report of the spedes
will be developed, onwhich
conservation & education strategies
will be based.

The disease has no knavn control, so it
may be best to seach ou genetically
resistant trees. Owners will be
encouraged to maintain buternut trees
in their forest & to know which trees
are most likely resistant. Since most
forest is privately owned a key to
success will be in encouraging wood ot
owner participation.

From elsewhere I've heard of a
conservation strategy for white ém
that also includes finding the few trees
genetically resistant to Dutch ElIm
Disease. That butternut, chestnut, &
white elm were once such hig parts of

the forest & look what's happened to
them, is sad. But if this small handful
of people can mastermind the saving d
these spedes from disappeaance they
will deserve the gratitude of society
(need | add, whether or not society
knows it).

CARBON AND WATER
EXCHANGE

A flyer we got notes that McMaster
University in Hamilton, along with
OMNR and Norfolk County is
measuring carbon& water exchange &
other meteorological things like
radiation, temperature, wind speed,
over white pine stands at the Turkey
Point forest. Thisisto help determine
C sequestration pdential of S. Ont.
plantations, & their sensitivity to
seasonal & inter-annual climate
variability; knowledge helpful in
managing greenhouse gas emission &
improving environmental quality.
Moreinfo is available from: Dr. Altaf
Arain, McMaster University, (905 525
914Q Ex. 27941 or from Steve
Williams, District Forester, OMNR;
(519 773 9241

Next issue | may have something to
tell you about a presentation onclimate
change.

WOODLAND EXPO 2001

Over two late September days sveral
hunded visitors attended Woodand
Expo 2001 staged by several
Stewardship Courrcils & assisted by
Ont. Forestry Association. Weather
was a bit iffy, with showers off & on,
but a quite nice fall day.

David Hawke gave one of his
beautifully illustrated neture talks, this
one on reture in the woodot. Wally



McNeice gave a most interesting
review of locd forest history &
heritage. Others goke eou forest
health, & woodot management from
an owner's viewpoint.

A choicefrom four tours was off ered
onead day: managing hardwoods,
conifer plantations, or both; or new
ways to care for yourg trees. | chose
conifer plantations, & was treaed to
renewed expaosure to Simcoe's Courty
Forests, & to plantations abou the
same age as mine, just over 50 years.
Also to demos of the thinning actually
going onin the area, & of the benefits
for such plantations of thinnings,
properly timed, planned & dore. Hosts
were Ed Sutherland & Bob Hutchison,
forester & forest technician, bath
employed by the Courty after working
for MNR for several decades, much of
it in these same forests.

THINNING CONIFEROUS
PLANTATIONSIN SIMCOE
COUNTY FOREST.

Simcoe Courty Forest is made up o
abou 28,000ac. of forest, 12,350 d it
plantations, mainly of red & white pine
establi shed between 1922& 197Q
Also in Simcoe Courty is abou 35,000
ac. of privately owned pine plantations,
much of which was planted and tended
by MNR as part of the WIA program.

Six benefits of thinning plantations
were given, at 10-year intervals
beginning at abou age 30. Rows
(every 3rd or 4th) are removed in the
first thinning, additional rows or
individual treesin foll owing thinnings,
and abou athird of the stems taken
each time. The stand we saw was
having its 3rd thinning, and might have
several more before maturity.

Benefits of thinning: i. initial row
thinning creates acaess for future work;
ii. remaining trees are released, so their
diameter growth increases; iii. lower
quality trees & those that might die can
be removed; iv. a chance to adjust
spedes composition; v. added light in
the stand allows regeneration, usually
of hardwood vi. more revenue through
the plantation's life.

Two buyers are now at work thinning
the stand, each demonstrated his own
harvesting method In each the treeis
felled and reaches the groundwith
amazing ease & efficiency & with
amazingly little damage to
neighbouing trees or disturbanceto
the ground

We saw figures that show that as the
trees grow in dameter, the price
tendered per unit volume of standing
woodgoes up damaticdly, in the
Courty's recent experience from $4/
cu. m for trees averaging 19 cm. dbh,
to $50for trees averaging 29 cm.

We heard that prices vary with many
factors: i. current market condtions; ii.
volume of woodin the sale; iii. access
& landings; iv. topography; v. hauling
distanceto the mill; vi. availability of
timber closer to the mill; vii. product
potential from the harvest; viii. very
important: stem quality. The latter can
be dfected by things like the tree being
off -site, or with large limbs, or butt
scas (e.g. from previous logging), or
and insect or disease history, or even
poa planting.

We heard how poar planting, or
deforming in early life by field
vegetation & /or by heavy snow can
cause the bottom part of the stem to be
crooked ar hockey-stick-shaped. The
bottom foot or more of the stem must
be removed. Thisisimportant due to



the concentration d log value of any
tree in the bottom log of the tree.

Key message: these plantations are a
long-term investment. If properly cared
for they can pay big dividends.

TRAILS & GREENWAYS.

At the Woodands Expo at the Oro
Fairgrounds Sept. 21-22, an exhibit on
trail s confirmed for me that thereisa
growing number of trailsin the urty.
Ganaraska Trail has been there for
decades. The Oro-Medorte trail runs
along Lake Simcoe between Barrie &
COrillia. There will be 220 km. of
Trans-Canada Trail joining Orillia,
Coldwater, Midland, Penetanguishene,
Elmvale, Minesing, Barrie, Thornton
& Cookstown, much o it on
abandored rail lines. Abou 100 km. is
arealy in use or in development.
There is the North Smcoe rail trail,
and ancther in Tiny Township.

This goes onin many places; as trails
arelaid ou, normally by voluntary
effort, there isa variety of help needled,
among them: interpretive signage,
developing quide books, & more. |
think these proliferating trails offer us
ameans of making forestry better
known to the thousands of people who
regularly use the trails.

To illustrate, Huronia Woodand
Owners Association hes an annual bus
tour in June, this year to the Sudbuy
area. One stop was at the silviculture
trail at Espanda, in aworking forest in
which intensive forest management is
practised and explained.

On my own place, the Ganaraska Trall
people have a side trip from their main
trail which dces aloopthrough my
place On that loopthey see things like
adiverse advance growth after a 1995
clea cut; a 50-year old spruce

plantation thinned in 1995 a number
of 45-55 yea old red pine stands
thinned threetimes, one of which has
rehabilitated what in 1952was an
eroding slope of exposed sand; two
parcels of tolerant hardwoodforest,
and more. There is sme thought of
placing forestry interpretive signs
along the loop.

In abook"A Decade of Regeneration”
by the Toronto Waterfront
Regeneration Trust, is a map showing
more elements of the growing network:
Bruce, Ganaraska, Grand Valley,
Niagara Parkway, Welland Canal, Oak
Ridges Moraine Trail, Moira River
Trail, Toronto Waterfront, Loyalist
Parkway (aaoss Prince Edward Co.),
Hastings Heritage (north of Trenton),
Seaway Trail (along the whole U.S.
Lake Ontario shoreline), Elora
Cataract.

HWOA FIELD DAY, SEPTEMBER
29.

I missed Huronia Woodand Owners
fall field day, to what | hea isatruly
beautiful property on the Coldwater R.
near Hy. 400in Medorte. A high
schod teacher & hiswife, Carl &
RebeccaCampitelli, are making their
property into a beautiful place of
forest, stream & meadow, where they
can enjoy & share nature. From Adam
Parker's articlein "Knathole",
HWOA's newsletter: The Campitellis
plan to manage their forest for
preservation d undsturbed dd growth
forest & its history, to share with
interested groups.

The day began with Carl's dide show
of the property's history from the late
1800s, including pictures of aonce
busy mill at the main entrance to
Copeland Forest, & of men & boys that
made aliving in the woods in the



winter. Alsoin his dide show was
"Elsie", afamous, very large rock elm,
which attraded picnickers & others, &
whose decaying logs are part of the
forest floor. Carl has dore much
research into the history of the property
& surroundngs, and showed some
notebooks from over a century ago, in
which the cmpany foreman recrded
numbers, sizes & species of trees cut in
any yed.

Out onthe trail, the property has been
largely untouched for over 60 years
other than creating atrail network,
bridges, & some fuelwood cutting. The
forest is mostly hardwood onthe
upland, & white pine, cedar & hemlock
along the river. Carl has catalogued
over 160wild flower species. On the
placeis the remains of a shallow ridge,
what's |eft of atramway used over a
century ago to move logs to the mill &
to the main railway. He has buil t
bridges over valleys & river for foat
traffic, but able to suppat

snowmobil es that are used for
grooming trails for skiing. One bridge
is 32 long, made of used sted roof
trusses suppated by presaure treaed,
gravel filled cribs.

On the property is the Campitellis
"Valley of the Giants", an areahaving
large white pine, hemlock and cedar
with dd growth forest characteristics.
One pine has alimb-free trunk for at
least 50. Among those trees are
sporgy areas with at least one bublding
spring that is no doulb a sourcefor the
river.

In the past Carl had made board walks
over wet areas, which rotted away too
quickly, so he now makes crushed
stone paths with field stone borders,
which shoud last along time.

In the aealong shaded by "Elsie" the
rock elm, raspberry, sumach and ather

vegetationis now filling the opening
sheleft. Finally the group stopped to
view the salmon working their way up
stream to their spawning ground

NEIGHBOURWOODS

Three partners: LEAF (Locd
Enhancement & Awareness of Forest),
the Urban Forest Network (UFN), &
the Ministry of the Environment, held
aworkshopat Toronto's Black Creek
Pioneer Village Sat. Sept. 29. Andy
Kenney very cgpably moderated the
day's program, suppated by LEAF's
Project Manager Janet McKay.
Attending thismeant | could na attend
the wonderful field day described
above held by HuroniaWoodand
Owners Association.

We heard that a pdl foundthat most
urban people strongly favour having a
good uban forest (UF). (78% of
Canada's 31 million people ae urban,
urban said by Andy Kenney to have
over 1,000 people & density of over
400'sg. km.) A smaller but still
substantial % said they are concerned
abou treesin their community. People
feel the UF isimportant to air & water
quality, off setting climate change
forces, & for energy conservation.
Other values are aethetics,
microclimate, managing storm water,
property value.

Y et few urban centres have urban
forest management plans; not all have
street treeinventories. (The urban
forest embraces the entire urban
landscape, but cities & towns have
control only over things like treesin
streets, parks and ravines). A large %
of citieswith 50-100,000 people have
inventories, asmaller % of larger
cities, and a much smaller % of small
communities. Andy notes that to be
really useful the inventory must be



computerized; not all are. Some have
management plans in someone's head,
but nat written dowvn. Some ded with
arboriculture, nat with the ecosystem.

Studies in places like Chicago, & more
preliminary work in Toronto, put
substantial dollar value on pdlution
reduction, & find that shrubs contribute
significantly to this effect (abou 1/3 of
total).

Toronto has an estimated 8.5 million
trees, 3 millionin residential areas. A
modest replacement value of $850 las
been asdgned. Thereis also the dfed
of trees on enhancing property values.

Such numbers of trees with such
values, the need to manage for an
ecologically sound diverse (asto
spedes, age classes, etc.) forest
ecosystem, suggest a need to move
forward with UF management. A lot of
small things are going on we need to
grow into a more comprehensive
system that is integrated with other
aspects of municipal planning (&
development).

To learn how to join Urban Forest
Network, cdl 416 413 9244r visit
www.|ledtoronto.org/cauf.

COMMUNITY PROJECTS

At the Neighbouwoods workshop
Lynn Mclintyre of Wildlife Habitat
Canada described hov a community
can onits own initiative move forward,
using the ECOPerth projed in Perth,
where he lives, as a case history. One
which grew from a greening projed to
one much more comprehensive, one
driven by the community, with low
budget, which extended to ano-
pesticide emphasis, schodyards, spring
tree sale, shading of front yards, &

community-shared agriculture. Some
seqets to success include:

I. itispossible, in money, time,
resources, chances of success, and
measurable result.

Ii. achampion emerges, to start it &/or
keep it moving.

ilii. has adirect ecnamic, (& 1'd say
social & environmental) benefit,
especialy if measurable.

iv. ahigh profile project will boost
awareness & suppat. They pulicize
projects and individuals.

URBAN FOREST MANAGEMENT
PLANNING. (UFMP).

At the same workshop Philip Van
Wassanaer discussed an urban forest
management plan; a pioneer plan has
been dore in Stouffville. His plan
outline includes: introduction,
visioning--goa & objectives; structure
of plan; strategic plan (20 years);
management plan (5 years); annual
operating plan. It covers: what you
have; where you are going; how to get
there; relating the UFMP to the official
plan, etc.

Each 5-year plan bulds uponthe
previous one, within a 20-year strategic
plan framework. Things in the plan
include: inventory of treesto have
inspection a maintenance; planting;
hazadous trees; pudic education &
communication; plan review.

NEIGHBOURWOODS: LOCAL
TREE INVENTORY.

A student of Andy Kenney's, Danijela
Puric-Mladenovic, described
"Neighbouwoods', an urban tree
inventory devel oped to gather info for
developing strategic & management
plans. It stresses community
involvement, with the advantages of



educating residents, taking them
outdoars together, & achieving
resident inpu to goodstewardship. The
Inventory Sheet asks questions like:
street address, tree #, spedes, hard
surface(how much o the groundis
paved), dbh height (3 classes), crown
balance, has its height been reduced
(e.g. uncer autility line), signs of weak
foliage or defoliation, large dead
branches, poar branch attachment, does
tree lean, are there pruning scars, are
there basal scars (e.g. hit by a ca,
wilful damage), are there stem cracks,
are there fungal conks, isthetreeina
confined space above or below ground
areroots exposed onsurface, are roots
of poaly planted trees threatening to
girdle the stem, is there trenching that
may have severed o torn some roats,
isthere conflict with: overhead wires, a
structure, other trees, traffic sign,
other. Based onthe @&ove, what trees
are a hazard in the urban setting.

CAPITAL WOODLANDS.

At Neighbouwoods Workshop Seaon
Finday, member of the Ottawa
Stewardship Courxil, & awriter of
documentary films & videos, had
copies of "Capital Woodands," a
handsome well illustrated gudebookto
Ottawa's urban wooded areas. The
bookis pubished by Penumbra Press
is166p, ISBN 1 894131 14. | think
the price was around $20

It traces Ottawa's geology, and its
natural & city history from pre-
settlement to high-grade lumbering,
cleaing for farming then for the city,
and modern eff orts everywhere to
retain natural open spacesin cities. It
notes that urban natural areas tend to
disappear, but that Ottawa still has
some "nooks & crannies' that have
been protected, some pulicly, some
privately, sometimes anonymously.

They range from well-known to nea-
seaet. They are becoming more
accessible & Ottawa's s/stem of paths
& bikeways grows.

"Capital Woodands" provides a guide
to 25woocdkd areas in the new Ottawa
(formerly Ottawa-Carleton Region).
Among them: the arboretum at the
former Central Experimental Farm; a
natural & plantation forest at CFB
Ottawa; the wooded escarpment
aroundParliament Hill; the wooded
parkland along the Rideau Canal; the
Richlieu Forest & sugar bush nea
Vanier City Hall. At the latter a sugar
shadk was built on the site of an ealier
one built by the religious order that
owned the forest, usingin its ceiling
maple salvaged from the 1998Ice
Storm damage.

URBAN BACK YARDS.

Anitem by landscape achitect Marc
Willoughby in Urban Forest Network
Newsletter, lists comporents of a S.
Ont. urban bad yard that resembles
pre-settlement ecosystems:

1. Vegetation layers: herbaceous
groundcover; woody shrubs, young
saplings, vines; understorey trees;
canopy trees; supercanopy trees.

2. Nortliving elements: snags (dead
standing trees ) & shelter logs; humus
layer; woody ckbris; pods;
topographic variety. Deal trees, fallen
logs, etc., add structural & topagraphic
diversity & provide a variety of
microclimate & soil moisture regimes.

3. Wildlife habitats:

--cut nonhazadous treesto 24 m. for
various habitat functions.

--in sunry well drained places, 1.8m
deep pits or hibernaaula, filled with
branches & soil & mounded to 1.2m
height for shelter for snakes.



--fallen trees, upturned trunks, etc.
provide cod moist sites for
salamanders & for numerous beneficial
insects.

It was noted elsewhere that of the
urban landscape, forested ar nat, only a
small amourt is under municipal
control, places like streets, parks, and
ravines. Private property is not under
their dired control. They sean to
regard schods & schodyards as
private property. So control or
influence over the landscapeis
fragmented. Seems there is lots of
scope for activities like regulation,
education, negotiation.

COMMUNITY BASED FORESTRY
IN THEU.S.

Also from Urban Forest Network
newsletter, in the past 4 years the
Forest Policy Centrein the U.S. has
implemented a cmmunity based
forestry program to help loca groups.
They bring together a wide range of
information & expertise (national,
local, and more). They openly share
info & promote community-based
ecosystem management. A new book
"Understanding Community-Based
Forest Ecosystem Management”
defines community-based ecosystem
management, outlines how to credeit.
It appears to originate from American
Forests (formerly American Forestry
Association), with aweb site
mentioned:
www.americanforests.org/forest
pal/index.html

GIRDLING TREE ROOTS

Something I'd heard little @ou before
was mentioned at the Neighbouwoods
workshop A student article in "Ontario
Arborist" quaes svera yeas

literature on girdling of tree roots or
lower trunk. It happens, not in trees
grown naturally from seed, but mainly
in trees planted with some roots
wrapped aroundthe lower trunk a
aroundlarger roots. Now that I've been
made aware, | see quite a number of
trees in Toronto with roats that have
been unreturally positioned relative to
the trunk duing planting. It seemsto
be associated mainly with roots having
spiralled in the tre€s container, or
squeezel into too small a planting
hale.

When such roats (& trunks) grow, they
are deformed where they make contad,
& the growth o bath will be slowed.
Moisture & nutrient movement is
restricted. The treeis wedkened; in
severe cases it may bre&k in that area.
A trunk fully encircled by aroat may
be larger above than below the girdling
root. If the girdling is on ore side of
the tree the branches on that side wil |
be smaller. Leaves may be fewer and
smaller.

It seems proper planting will largely
avoid this, making sure roats are
properly spread ou, that the hde &
entire site ae properly prepared, that
buying abare roat tree dlows
inspection & a spreading out of roats.

In some cases, within a decade or so of
planting, girdling roots can be
removed, possibly with a dhisel &

mall et. Whether new roats will develop
at the cut will depend partly onthe
tree's overall vigour.

CARING FOR CREATION AT
TOTTENHAM

Last spring retired colleague Doug
Skeaes dug up abou 60 trees, mainly
white spruce, & some vines from his
property, potted them, & distributed



them to fellow United Church
congregation members in Tottenham.
Each cared for one or more trees for
the summer as part of a"Caring for
Creation” theme. Some trees were kept
by their care-givers. In September the
rest were returned to the Church then
taken to Tottenham Public Schod. One
late Sept. afternoonthe whole schod
turned ou to plant the trees to launch
their schodyard greening eff ort.

One of the teachers told me he had
taught schod in Taiwan. There every
schod has awell tended, perhaps
forested garden.

LINKING FOREST ISLANDS

Described in the E. Ont. Model
Forest's newsl etter "Forest Forum" isa
$420,000investment by Ont. Power
Generation (OPG) to plant 375000
trees over 3 years, on bah pubic &
private land. Mainly to join isolated
"forest islands" with planted corridors.
It will be dore under a partnership
involving EOMF, OPG, area
stewardship courcils, & the S Nation
Cons. Authority, with financial & other
involvement from those onwhose
lands the trees will be planted.
Sometimes the islands to be conrected
make up abou the only forest habitat
for some distance.

EOMF's annual report has an item
"A2A to B2B." A2A refersto abroad
wooded corridor linking Algonquin &
Adirondack Parks, which I've noted
before. B2B, or bog to bag, looks like
an extension d the corridor nation.
They hope to establish a nreded
series of forest corridors linking
wetlands, proteded parks, forests &
conservation lands across E. Ont. The
ideaisin the landscape demo stage,
with anumber of partners, with the

idea of demonstrating sustainable
forestry & wetland conservation.

The same Forest Forum naotes areport
"Canadian Accomplishments: Our
Evolving Journey Toward Sustainable
Forests 19972000, relating to things
dore under Canada's commitment
under the second Canada Forest
Accord & the National Forest Strategy
for 19982003 It looks at recent
accomplishments & at challenges we
continue to facein pusuit of
sustainable forests Canada-wide. A
copy of the report can be obtained
through the EOMF office at 613 258
8241 o at the National Forest Strategy
Coalition web site at
http://nfsc.forest.ca

CORRIDORS

In the book " Forests of Hope" isone
story abou regreening a large desert
areain Northern China. A picture from
the air across several square kil ometres
of landscape shows quite alot of
forest. In the view are few if any
isolated patches. Open areas were thus
enclosed, and, I'd think, well protected
from the dements, if youlike,
embraced in a protedive or nurturing
net.

Interesting that on my own pace, a
fencerow from when it was farmed
before 1940widened somewhat as the
plantations grew, & isnow seen asa
useful corridor between two pine
plantations. 1'd expect that as the
plantations mature & are harvested, the
maple understory in bah pantations
will take over and the corridor will
cease to be.

BLACK ASH BASKETRY



An EOMF "Forest Forum" item offers
interesting insight into the importance
of blac ash to the Akwesasne
community in E. Ont., who have from
the start had avery strong rolein
EOMF. A Native American Bladk Ash
& Basket Making Conference was held
at Akwesasne in July, where blad ash
was featured from standing treeto
finished basket.

Basket-making, using blad ash, isa
centuries-old feaure of Mohawk
culture. They had many practical uses;
more recently, ornamental or fancy
baskets were added. But by the 1980s
there were threats of decline; people
moved into ather kinds of livelihood
black ash dedinein health &
abundance, likely due to the treés low
vigour & human influences like
overcutting, habitat intrusion, lack of
applied management practices, & low
reproductive capadty.

So in the early 90's the Mohawk
Courxil of Akwesasne & the
Akwesasne Task Force on
Environment joined with EOMF to
consider how to regenerate & preserve
black ash as a step in revitalizing this
tradition. Over 10 years of seed
collection, planting of 6,000seedlings,
& scientific learning abou black ash
regeneration, they feel they are still
only scratching the surface.

Two persons, Les Benedict & Richard
David, seam to have led this effort &
have written an 84-p. handbook
"Handbookfor Bladk Ash
Preservation, Reforestation &
Regeneration,” puldished by
Department of the Environment,
Mohawk Courcil of Akwesasne,
Cornwall. A review in Atlantic
Forestry Review, Jan., 2001, notes that
it iswritten in away that convinces
readers that they, too, can grow bladk
ash successfully. The reviewer found

that advice on weed control, tree
shelters & guards, transplanting &
fertilizing might apply to most E.
Canadian hardwoods. He noted that
whil e the future of blad ash is of
speaal importanceto First Nations
communities everyone's interest is
served by these authors who have so
capably shared their wisdom.

Also from Akwesasne, with EOMF's
cooperation, avideo onAkwesasne
trees, & onein progress on Hack ash
basket-making.

MULLIN DEMONSTRATION
FOREST.

Earlier | described some of the
numerous demonstration forests in the
EOMF. There ae over 30 such sites.
Forest Forum caries Cameron Smith's
recent Cdn. Geogr. article "Forest
Sanctuary." Itisa 9.3 haold growth
pine-hemlock demo. forest, close to a
busy highway near Cornwall. It was
not widely known urtil the 1998ice
storm, when owner Roy Mullin,
appealed to MNR for helpin deding
with his damaged trees. MNR staff felt
that it is abou as close as any forest in
that region to being old growth.

Thouwgh it was heavily logged after its
first owner acquired it in 1797 &
logged several times snce, it has
several old growth characteristics:
many trees predate the original
logging; there are five canopy layers,
there are pits and mounds on the forest
floor from trees that fell over long ago;
some of the mounds would have been
over 3m high. The owner has made it
accessible to those guided by MNR
staff.

COMMUNITY NATURE WATCH
www.CommunityNatureéWatch.com



Thisweb siteisin placeto protect &
enhance Eastern Ontario's natural
heritage. It offers peoplei. a chance to
get involved; ii. current listings of
environmental events; iii. interadive
online mapping; iv. ecologicd
monitoring methods; v. outdoar
education resources; vi. links to related
web sites; vii. moderated discussion
forum; viii. partnership oppatunities.

People can use the web site to find ou
abou coming events, voluntee for
events, share perspectives on
environmental topics, and make
observations on species coll ections to
partner data bases.

Users are invited to use interadive
maps of E. Ont., to zoom from one
scde to ancther, create your own map
by adding or removing layers, or
download amap o interest. They can
submit observation locaions by
placing adot onamap, or can view
collected el ogical monitoring data.

They can lean abou the importance of
ecological monitoring, & ways to
collect & disseminate datato ahers.
They can get the latest E. Ont.
environmental news, find ou abou
events & activities, findan dder article
or news item, or puldicize an event, or
abou the growing numbers of partners
in the EOMF enterprise. Outdoar
educators can find awealth of helpful
info, & get help in pubicizing their
events. Finally, they can bring
guestions or comments to atopic
forum, where experts in moderated
forums will respondto inquries or
comments.

AGROFORESTRY (AF).

I'm lessinformed abou AF than I'd
like, | feel it rates more dtentionin the

context of S. Ont. forestry. | feel that,
given ou growing mix of urban &
rural land wses, growing popuation, &
growing need to get more from less,
AF rates a growing place on ou
landscape, in keeping our forest, our
farm land, our cities, and ou people
sufficiently healthy. It could be amajor
part of the forest conservation FON
and ahers are seeking to achieve over
the next few yeas. | hear afair bit
abou its pradice elsewhere in the
world, & have read abou some truly
fascinating, apparently very successful,
examplesin places like the book
"Forests of Hope."

For best results | suspect it needs
spedal adaptation to fit here. Adapted
to ou growing interest in maintaining
a hedthy, appropriate wildlife
popuation as one of the desired
benefits of a healthy landscape. A few
years ago at our sedion's AGM, we
were shown some of Univ. of Guelph's
intercroppng work, where single rows
of trees of several native species were
planted some distance gart, with a
range of farm crops between rows.
These were to shed light on

rel ationships between trees, land, &
cultivated crops.

While trying to tidy up at home, |
foundthe June/91 For. Chron, with a
report ona 1991 AF conference at
Guelph, & some related articles. Oneis
onwork onintercropping at Guelph &
in 5 other SW Ont. places. Some are
aimed at rapid growth o quality
hardwoodtrees, like walnut, & the
intensive work that will help achieve
goodgrowth. Some am at achieving
goodtimber production, good nu
production, or both. Some aim at
combined tree & other crop production
better than if eadch grew separately.
Some & reducing or eliminating
environmental damage that may be
asciated with farming, &



environmental modificaionin an
individual field for optimum
sustainable aop lkenefit. Some at the
interaction between forest, field crops,
& animal husbandry (e.g. using trees
for browse, shade, etc. for farm
animals). Some & the overall role,
actual or potential, of trees & forest in
farming. Some & the interadion o
researchers, extensionists & i nterested
farmers to develop techniques &
approaches that redly work. The prize
seansto be a superior blend o forest
& agricultural crop & perhaps a
healthy wildlife popuation.

Seamns a bit reminiscent of hearing in
1991, during a brief visit to Costa Rica,
of an effort to grow iguanas for mea.
It arose partly from concern abou
forest clearing for cattle ranching; it
was believed that a parcd of land
could grow more mea with iguanas in
forest than with cattle on cleaed land;
this might help conserve the courtry's
forest.

There are other things, such as
windlreaks and shelterbelts, riparian or
valley land gdanting, & of course the
farm woodot, or hedgerow, or wooded
fence row. Most of these form
corridors, and make corridors an item
of special significance in farm courtry.

Notes from a conference poster some
years ago: In N. America, AF involves
incorporation d trees into farming;
intercroppng of farm & forest crops,
silvipasture & riparian reforestation, as
well as more traditional AF activities
like farm wood ot management, maple
syrup, Christmas trees, windlreaks &
shelterbelts. AF may be a part answer
to concerns abou soil degradation,
faltering farm econamy, water
palution, lossof landscgpe diversity,
of wildlife habitat; growing general
interest in land stewardship. | think I've

also head that nut culture is a part of
AF.

Thereis osmething cdled permaculture
in Australi an literature, that seems to
carry some of this guff to high levels
of sophisticaion. As do some of the
storiesin "Forests of Hope."

ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT (EF)

These days | kegp heaing the term
"ecologicd footprint" used in ways
that gave me some ideaof its meaning.
Then | came across the book" Our
Ecological Footprint: Reducing Human
Impact onthe Earth.” by Mathis
Wackernagel & William Rees. Publ.
by New Society Publishers, P.O. Box
189 Garbiolalsland, B.C. VOR 1XO.
Canada ISBN 1-55092251-3
(paperbadk). Price $17.95 Cdn (+GST
& shipping & handing).

Raises questions like: how much of
Earth is neaded to suppat humanity at
any given level? Could the whole
world live & we North Americans do?
EF is described as the "load" imposed
by a given popuation onnature.
Represents the land area needed to
sustain current levels of resource
consumption & waste discharge by that
popuation.

EF of amodern city can be hundeds of
times its actual area; the aea needed to
sustain its needs for things like timber,
water, food goduction, fuel, waste
disposal, recreaion oppatunity, and
more. The average North American's
EF is 4-5 hedares. For the whole world
tolive swedoin N. America, we
would need at least 2 additional planet
Earths to produceresources, absorb
wastes, and aherwise maintain
suppat. (Small problem: where to find
those two Earth-like planets).



It isnoted haw increasingly easily
most of us forget nature & its closed
loops, that we are nat only conrected
to nature, we are nature; that nature
suppies our materia life-suppat
needs, absorbs our wastes, & provides
life-suppat, like stable climate, all of
which make Earth livable for people.

Carrying capadty (CC) isthe
maximum popuation d a species that
can be sustained indefinitely onagiven
habitat.

Fair eathshare (FE) is how much land
each personwould get if all theworld's
ecologically productive land were
divided evenly among its present
human popudation. As popuationrises,
FE will deaease. If one's present FE
were aroundisland its diameter would
be 138 metres. A sixth would be aable
land, the rest pasture, forest,
wilderness, and bult-up area

Land wse categories suggested for an
EF assessment include: i. energy--land
appropriated for fossl energy use; ii.
consumed o built environment, mainly
urban; iii. land currently used for
gardens, crops, pasture, & managed
forest; iv. less available land, like
protected forest, deserts, mourtainous
regions, ice caps.

The EF idea together with carrying
capadty, fair eath-share, & others
hel ps us focus on a number of
guestions. Such as. given such atight
fit between EF & CC, regionally or
globally, how can things be eased. Will
intensity of land wse, including
intensive forestry, crop production,
etc., increase benefit per unit area&
reduce our individual & colledive
EF's. How do various forest
management systems aff ect EF. How
might widespread deforestation affed
EF? It seems like a very useful audit
tool, for assessng how we are doing,

& identifying the nature & urgency of
any changes needed. May shed light on
things we can doto reduce our
individual & colledive EF.

TREES AND PEACE GARDENS.

For me Sept. 11 was afine day of
wonderful peace among my 40-55 yea
old plantations, actually doing the odd
task, taking arelaxing lunch & nap
break with amusic tape in the ca.

Till evening | did na know the day's
eventsin New York & Washington.
Acts described as acts of war, awar to
be fought & won. | wondered. At what
cost, & with what prospect of success.
And how to define success. When all
those in any way implicated are found
& suitably dealt with, all casualties are
cared for, & all wreckage deared? Or
when we step upour eff orts to identify
& eliminate the causes of long-lasting
hatreds that |ead to terrorism, or the
injustices that provide fertile ground
for hatreds? As one world leader
suggested, items to be identified, &
systematically dealt with, one at atime.

Why thisin aforestry newsletter?

There is amovement (international |
think) promoting pea® gardensin
places like schodyards. | can't realy
say what makes a peace garden (maybe
just a peace-seeking heart?), maybe
trees & forests have a part. I've heard
people onmy trails, at Kortright Centre
& elsewhere, enthuse at the pea® &
quiet there, what a place it would beto
bring children for classes in music, art
& drama. I've heard of the wonderful
acoustics of many forests for fine
music. For yeas I've heard of the
healing eff ect of the mere sight of trees
on someone recovering from aniliness
Or more recently the therapeutic use of
sights & sounds, natural or musicd.



Does any quet areaqualify? A wooded
or other place we can just be quiet, or
refled ontiny steps we each might
take at home or worldwide to make the
world a better place

In ou places of worship we learn
abou Creation. In ou forests | fed we
can seeCreaion at work: when abud
forms, & | ater opens; aleaf turning a
brilliant autumn colour; what those
courtless organisms are doing in the
ground the mirade of reproduction,
and onand on

OUTDOOR EDUCATION

The fall issue of FON's " Seasons" has
apage dou slow but sure
strangulation d environmental &
outdoar education in Ontario. The past
few years |'ve seen personally how
difficult it has become to show
students the outdoars, although some
terrific educators dill doso. | hear this
isnat just in the dties, but everywhere.
| believe thisreinforces the case for
schods with grounds naturalized in a
way that eff ectively exposes children
to a bit of nature.

Again: why thisin aforestry
newsletter?

It isto society's detriment if Canadian
children are denied expaosure to trees &
forests worthy of one of the world's
forest nations. That it seemsto be
going from bad to worse may be just
an intensifying warning of the need for
change. Kids need that expasure if they
are to hope to uncerstand forests or the
rest of nature, & as adults participate in
deciding how our natural areas are to
be caed for.

On these pages | have encouraged
readers to consider being involved in
(re)greening schodyards. In OPFA's

recent "Professional Forester” retired
forester Peter Murray encourages any
of uswho can to beinvolved in tree
planting programs on streets, in urban
centres that may not have an active
forestry program. He noted, aswould |,
that this kind o useful work might
appeal to retired forestry praditioners
wanting to remain adive. In histown
(Gananoqte) he has begunatree
program complete with a nursery.

| believe it will take time under the
best of circumstances for significant
headway on either of these fronts.
(Maybe dl the more reasons for taking
those baby steps now). In bah cases,
as noted above, there will be
magnificent exceptions.

Another way that may helpisone I've
described before: the suggestion by the
Federation d Ontario Naturali sts
(FON's Linda Pim) to offer to form an
environmental advisory committee
(EAC) to provide environmental
understanding to municipal courxils.
Or the much larger & differently
structured sustainability roundtable
that advises Toronto's City Courcil.

Many schods & municipalities may
just be unable to launch such work at
thistime. But perhaps thereis
something they can & shoud da
Perhaps plant one or two trees in a park
or along a street may be atiny act that
snowballs.

More important, perhaps, | see a gred
need to tend the trees they do have,
ensuring they are properly watered,
mulched, protected from pests & from
accidental or wilful damage. | would
include in this interim care even the
most junky stuff, like the mulberry or
Manitoba Maple you find along many
fence lines. Until they can be replaced
by better stuff, I think a junky tree
beats the socks off notree at all.



This simmer | had occasion to keep a
close eye on two schodyards, during
several weeks withou rain. Large
expensive lawns turned the clour of
the gravel walk that crosses them,
dandelions & other weeds providing
bits of green. Trees, especially yourg
ones, & especially those Norway
maples, showed severe signs of
drought stress. Some did na make it.

For the next little while many schods
are unlikely to domuch naturalization
work. But the may be able to consider
ahadding adion, doing al they
paossibly can to ensure that the trees
they do have stay, or become, healthy
and prodctive. From the combined
effect of lack of moisture and the
compading effea of trampling by
courtless fed, they are preduded from
growing to make even a pretence of
fulfilling the purposes of having them
there. Any conceivable reasonfor their
being there requires that they grow
well to producethat "leaf area density"
Andy Kenney so ably explainsto us.
And when the day does come that they
can be more adive, the trees & other
material they have will be dive &
healthy.

A note in the Urban Forestry Network
Newsl etter notes ancther problem.
Treesin ore urban areg instead of
growing well, are being crippled by
things like wires & stakes that were
placed at planting time, then never
removed. (I seeit again & again). It
suggests that people seeing stakes &
wires |eft toolong, or string & burlap
aroundtrees be reported to the dty's
forestry department (or schod or
schod board) to request action--or get
the okay (as I've dore & two schods)
to remove them yourself.

And: something Andy Kenney, &
before him Erik Jorgensen, have

always noted: when excavating for a
road, walk, or whatever, try to avoid
damaging roats of existing large trees.
One of my favourite schods was
rebuilt afew years ago. The aurb for
the new parking lot came within 10
feet ontwo sides of the large treethe
schod had prized as its Grandfather
tree for decades. That was three years
ago & the deceased treehas just been
removed. It has been suggested my
before & after phaos of this treebe
made into a case history.

The word "humility” comes from the
Latin word "humus', meaning having
our feet on the ground knowing what
we are & are nat.

Vadev Havel, former |eader of
Czechoslovakia Welivein anew
world, in which all of us must begin to
bear resporsibility for everything that
occurs.

Andin aletter from Conservation
Foundition (of Greater Toronto):
Charles Sauriol: | have lived here, |
have loved my courtry, and | have
dore something positive to ensure that
its natural beauty and retural values
continue.

Quoted in Urban Forestry Network
Newsletter: Wordsworth: This Dlitary
tree? aliving thing produced too
slowly ever to decay; Of form and
aspect too magnificent to be destroyed.

We can believe as aboriginal people
do: we are as much aive as we keep
the earth alive. As Unitarians: we
affirm & promote respect for the
interdependent web of all existence of
which we are apart. As Jinists: we
shoud trea all creaures as we would
liketo be treated.



Canada geese are said to fly in
formation so each takes advantage of
the lifting power of the one aheal.
Suggests that if we have & much sense
as the goose wel'll stay in formation
with those ahead, & accept their help.
And help those that follow us.

Andfinaly: If we believe in miracles,
it'supto usto make them happen.

STEWARDS OF THE EARTH. From
the hymn bookin my Church.

All praiseto you, O Lord of Credion,
Y ou made the world and it is yours
alore.

The planet eath you spuninits
location

Amid the stars adorning heaven's
dome.

We lease the earth for but a short
duration

Yet for thislifeit is our cherished
home.

With wondrous grace you clothed the
earth in splendou

With teeming life youfilled the sea
and land.

Instil in us a sense of awe and wonder
When we behald the beauty of your
hand.

Then when we hear the voiceof bird o
thuncer

We hear the voice our faith can
understand.

To tend this eath is our entrusted duty
For earth is ours to use and nd abuse.
O gracious Lord, true source of all
resources,

Forgive our greed that wields
destructive sword.

Then let us serve & wise and faithful
stewards

While eath gives glory to credion's
Lord.
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HYMN SUNG IN MY CHURCH ON
CANADA DAY

O God of all the many lands
We lift our hearts to thee,

For thisfair land, our Canada,
A country wide and free:

For mountain heights and northern
lights,

For prairie, lake and sea,
For lavishness in al the gifts

Which find their source in thee.

We thank thee for the sacrifice
Of daring men of old,

For faith to cross uncharted seas,
For dreams to make men bold:
For valiant souls and pioneers,
For all who served their age,
And left for us who follow on

A sacred heritage.

We thank thee that from many aland,
With varied gifts they came,

To pledge their love and loyalty
Where scarlet maples flame.

May justice here belong to all,

And may our nation play

Her rightful role in ushering in

The peace for which we pray.

May we be worthy of our land
And seek her highest good,
Shaping a noble destiny

Of truest brotherhood.

May thisfair land, our Canada,

Thy own dominion be:



Thy people bless abundantly

From seas to Arctic sea

INSPIRATION

Recently The Toronto Star quated
from addresses of two University of
Toronto grads as they received
honouary doctorates at U of T. One,
by Governor-General Adrienne
Clarkson caried the heading
"Graduates: Go make a difference” In
one place, to graduates: " There will be
many things that do nd work ou as
you want. Does your journey end? Not
if your moral stanceis that you can
change things, that you can affed
things, that you donat have to accept
the immediate and expedient way.
Only with this gance @an you even
vaguely hope to make a diff erence.”
Or: "If youfind aut what is within you
andyou lring it out, it will save you; if
you donat bring it out, it will destroy
you." Or: "Joy is possibleto us al if
we understand what is genuine & what
isfalse, what istrue & what is
delustion. What is human & what
denies humanity.” She quaed a
favourite poet: "I'd rather lean from
one bird haw to sing than teach 10000
stars not to dance.”

The second person, astronaut Julie
Payette: A dream requires usto face
challenges head on& work out ways to
overcome them. The dream of space
exploration hes been with us for
millennia. But the dream was
impossible & the challenges semed

insurmourtable. Then 40years ago
began arace fuelled by scientific

curiosity, pdlitical rivalry, away to
asert national power and pasition.

Along the way we kept discovering
and pushing the frontier, with
enormous benefit in techndogy,
advanced knowledge, leaning who we
are, & powerful motivationto keep
pushing. We dso made big mistakes,
& have ams and missileswe can
target at each other across oceans. We
aso see from space what 7 hillion
humans can doto the environment.

We also redize that thisis our only
livable planet, that you must continue
your quest, keep improving. A space
station nav orbits Earth, with a multi-
national crew, and still with major
problems (still uses both Imperia &
metric, so takes twice @& many PhD's
to figure anything out). They will be
tackled; the space stationwill be there
despite the doulters & skeptics, a
token of what we humans can
accomplish when we work together &
when we set our mindsto it.

OUR SECTION'S ANNUAL
MEETING.

We met at Kortright Centre for
Conservation (KCC) on June 29, with
14 members & friends present,
including Kathy Lindsay, our contact
with KCC for the section's forestry
project (whois leaving oneducational
leave). We thanked the Centre through



Kathy for their hospitality over the
years in having us come here for fall
colours and maple syrup festival.

Under the heading of smart growth the
Ontario government is looking into the
kind of S. Ont. we want for the future,
with abroad range of relevant
interests. We need to form some ideas
of the kind of forest that should be part
of that region.

Our Council was elected for 2001-02.
It includes: Chair: Bruce Ferguson
(Welcome back Bruce from 4 years on
CIF National Executive). VC: Jim
Cayford (interim; veteran of many
years on National Executive and in
National Office!). Secretary: Caroline
Mach. Treasurer: George Sinclair
(again! Thank you again!).
Communication Councillor: Tony
Molnar. Editor: Mack Williams (15th
year, thisisissue #64!). Promotions &
Issues: George Sinclair. Nominations
& Recruitment: Mike Clarke. Working
Groups & Continuing Education: John
Nolan. Public Education: Mike Clarke.
Thank you to all of these for agreeing
to serve. We would like to find a
student councillor and a post-
secondary school councillor.

By-Laws: The CIF National has
reviewed its by-laws, and it may be
timely for our section to do so.

Membership Committee: We have 118
members. We can ALL bea
membership committee and try to
recruit new members.

Fifty-year members this year: Sam
Linzon, Paul Masterson, Stan White.

Fall meeting possibility: tour of the
plantations and other forest of the
former St. Williams Forest Station.

A Woodlot Expo will be held in Oro
Fairgrounds near Barrie September 21-
22.

Web Site: needs update. It is linked to
the CIF national web site, thus all
sections that have aweb site are
interconnected.

MEETING OF INCOMING
SECTION COUNCIL.

After our annual meeting, & our
discussion of the "Woods Talk"
Conference (see below), section
council met briefly. Some things
incoming Chairman Bruce would like
to see thisyear: i. strengthen ties with
Federation of Ontario Naturalists
(FON), especially on S. Ont. forestry;
ii. also with OPFA, perhaps exploring
joint membership; iii. also with Univ.
of Toronto & Sir Sandford Fleming
College, on student participation,
possibly student chaptersin the
section; iv. also with Kortright Centre,
(our continued participation there); v.
technical workshop that would qualify
for continuing education credit under



evolving OPFA rules; vi. forestry on
urban & rural private land; vii. keep
trying to attract more members &
friends to section events.

Bruce plans a conference-call type
courcil meeting in July, to prepare
SOS representative (JohnNolan) to
the CIF National Board of Directors
meeting in August.

Something we've dreamed abou isa
movable forestry exhibit in the
Kortright Centre building. I'd think it
wonderful if it were possible to put it
in the corner where two large windows
look ou over abalcony & down the
hill into the maple sugar bush.

PROF. ANDY KENNEY ON
"WOODS TALK" CONFERENCE.

Prof. Andy Kenney kindly came to ou
annual meding to dscussthe "Woods
Talk" conferenceheld at York Univ.
June 14-17, & suggested some
implications for our section & for other
S. Ont. forestry organizations.

"Woods Tak" continued FON's
intended 20year effort, begunin 199,
to transform S. Ont.'s forest, while the
region continues its rapid human
popuation growth, much of it
attracted to ou wooded aress.
Professor Andy Kenney, from the
Urban Forestry Centre, University of
Toronto, joined FON to lead this eff ort.

With Andy we explored where this
might go, some forces driving it, &
what forestry organizations like CIF &
its ctions, OFA & OPFA might make
of it, & how we aan help make it
succeed. While Andy focused
somewhat on the forest within the
urban area, our overall focus will be on
the entire region.

Much o the S. Ont. forest is urban or
near-urban or peri-urban. In our
Sedionlive 25-30% of all Canadians.
Of al Canadians 78% live in urban
areas. If one mnsiders as urban the
area actually built up in each town plus
aradius of influence of abou 10 km.,
or even 5km., the aeas within those
radii take in the bulk of the landscape
in ou Section. Same seams to apply to
the part of E. Ont. east of the
Precambrian Shield. (Thus the E. Ont.
Model Forest isvery much an urban
forest, asisthe forest of our Section).

Two ather pertinent points arose. First,
the ecological foatprint of Toronto, i.e.
equivalent of the landscape required to
sustain the dty, fills acircle embracing
most of S. Ont. Also, besides the area
of influence described above, city folk
who have summer cottages may take
their city outlooks to cottage courtry
with them. Andthink of all those
commuiters!

Urban emphasis may influence how we
manage our woodand. Some
objectives may change, or their relative
emphasis may change. Forest
restoration a rejuvenation will occur



as human popuation continues to
grow. Attitudes must change, among
forestry praditioners and ahers. And
there are some practical urban forestry
needs.

One aspect of urban forestry is
municipal forestry--the forest actually
in municipal jurisdiction. One
comporent is dreet trees. The urban
forest is the entire e@system,
including parks and also privately
owned--e.g. in back yards, around
commercia buildings, etc., & outside
the city limits.

1. Many municipalities have stred tree
inventories; it seams more dties of
over 50,000 have these, than small
communities of 5,000to 50000,

2. Not all are cmmputerized, lack of
this feaure limits the usefulness of the
inventory.

3. Who hes a strategic urban forest
plan, and what does it contain. Less
than half the urban municipalities do,
and the existing ones are so incomplete
asto be of limited value.

4. Many municipal forest programs are
run by haticulturists and arborists,
who may know little dou forest
management even if they are well
versed in their own fields.

5. Many U.S. cities are way ahead of
oursin much o this.

How can ou Section help? One way:
work for better federal & provincial
suppat of, & leadership in, urban
forestry.

A U of T 1998study, based onplots
|located across Toronto, found 75
million trees (size, species, etc., not
stated). They store 900,000
megatonnes (Mg) of carbon Each year
they sequester 36,000Mg o carbon
They also remove 1,500Mg of other
air pdlutants. We need to know how
much we need to remove, and the
relative cost of other measures that
might achieve the same ends. Chicago
knows this for its city. We need to
think of all the cars, how many of them
must idle in traffic, and hov much
carbonis produced in the city.

It isnat just trees that capture cabon
For example, in aforest with shrub &
other understory, the shrubs capture
abou athird of that captured by the
whole system, i.e. trees, shrubs, &
other plant material are al important.
At other times Andy has pointed ou
that roots of large trees extend far
beyondtheir crown radius, that
excavation dore without awareness of
this has cost the good health if not the
lives of far too many trees.

Poll utants include CO2, O3, SO2,
NO2, PM10-

Work is needed to influence urban
homeowners attitudes. Y et a survey
foundthat 99% of owners surveyed
believed trees are important or very
important; many say they are worried
abou the condtion o our urban forest;
87% think thereis alink between
urban forest health and human hedth.
What seems not to have been asked is



if my belief is grongenouwgh for me to
invest time or money in trees. People
need to uncerstand that the trees
arealy in place are often struggling to
survive in areasonable state of hedth.

Thereis aneed to uncerstand the
attributes of trees and forests, and to
take this into account when panning a
town, asubdvision, or asingle
building lot. Their needs and roles
shoud be bult into plans, and nd
considered as add-ons.

Would be nice, too, to knov how
significant thase numbers are. How big
adint can they make in the things we
must do to make and keep ou regional
environment livable.

Andy's final comment: we in forestry
need to reach ou to the cmmunity.
We need to tell and also listen; i.e. we
need to share. Above all we need to
understand that urban forestry,
agroforestry, and wood ot management
in the urbanizing landscape ae part of
real forestry. We may also need to
reach ou to forestry people who are
not yet convinced urban forestry is
serious forestry.

MY THOUGHTS ABOUT "WOODS
TALK".

"Woods Talk" to me was a major event
for S. Ont. forestry, with over 500
attending part or all of it. FON has 109

member clubs & over 15,000
individual members, (at a guess, that
might exceed the combined
memberships of all Canada's forestry
organizations), remarkably diversein
terms of the outdoar interests that bring
them together, in their impressive
funancial resources and fundraising
capability, & more.

At age 77, after alifetime of hope, |
welcome FON's move to pick upthe
dedicaed, often heroic work, of the
forestry community over 100years.
Several OPFA members & other
foresters were prominent in the
program, also U of T's Dean of
Forestry. Several more werein
attendance. As noted, Andy played a
key role. A forester, Jim Faught, will
be FON's new executive diredor.

| dare to dream that this eff ort just
might give meaning to the thoughts of
Adrienne Clarkson and Julie Payette,
described earlier. | once saw asign at
Disney World "If you can dream it you
can doit." So here, how dowe "doit?"
Aswe'll see, some of FON's own
leaders have some pretty nolde dreams
abou the S. Ont. forest.

| think this merits our full suppat; at
stake is the future S. Ont. forest, its
nature, distribution, & rolein afuture
increasingly popuated S. Ont.
landscape. In this newsletter I've often
thought society must dream the lofty
dream, then turn that dream to an even
loftier redity. One FON director
dreamed his dream, based onsociety's
choasing to promote the long-term not
short-term interest. I've played the



dreamer onthese pages now & thenin
ways | hope are helpful.

We can enhance the human state by
respecting & restoring nature. We can
each examine what pieces of the jigsaw
puzzle we may hold, & where they fit
in the end result.

| have pieced together advance
literature on the conference, the notes |
took, handous, some thoughts of my
own (well, | dostill hald the pen!) Can
| doit justice? Not likely, but let's €
| have tried to refrain from saying who
said what, or even where | drift into
my own thoughts. | hope I've not
thereby detracted from the importance
of the event.

In June 1999 350peopl e attended
FON's Conference " Southern Ontario
Woodands: The Conservation
Challenge" at Trent University. Some
foresters & others challenged FON to
take the lead in conserving these
woodands. A vision d an ewlogically
vibrant & sustainable S. Ont. was put
forth as a mntext for woodand
conservation & restoration. FON set a
goa: "In 20yeas (i.e. by 2019 i.e. 18
years left) to change the entire culture
of woodand conservationin S. Ont."

"Woods Talk" took the next big step,
as aforum for owners, educators,
planners, scientists, naturalists, a
diverse range of professionals &
viewpoints to explore how to achieve
such agoal. Three daysindoas, then a
selection d field tours (1 took the
Toronto waterfront tour), shoud be

covered hy proceedings, as was the
1999Conference. The stated aim:
bring people together, share the vision,
identify gaps & week spats, decide
who daes what, how to make, measure
& monitor progress, how to
communicate & cooperate, set guiding
principles, and develop an orgoing
sense of achievement to keep everyone
focused onmoving forth.

An ouline of "Woods Talk":

Thursday morning: Opening: Vision
for (S. Ont.) Woodands.

Keynote speakers on Regiona
Conservation Planning, and on The
Bigger Picture (forest in the S. Ont.
landscape).

Panel: Southern Ontario landscape
Comporents: soil, water, air
(pdlution), forest biodiversity.

Thursday afternoon Concurrent
sessions: woodands <ience
knowledge & questions. planning and
woodands. best management practices
for healthy woodots. woodand
restoration: reversing trends. woodand
stewardship: pride & resporsibility.
education & communication: sharing
the woodands message.

Friday morning: Identifying gapsin
woodand conservation. Concurrent
workshops on Thursday's themes:
research, planning, restoration,
stewardship, best pradices, education
& communication, technical aspeds of
bioregional planning, results from



creative actions (environmental
advisory committees), marketing
nature.

Saturday morning: two plenary
speakers on: our natural & cultural
heritage; building awoodands
conservation retwork. Concurrent
Sessions on: community actions;
woodands and wil dlife; urban forest;
what's new at FON. Wrapping up the
day: avariety of brief concurrent
workshops.

"WOODS TALK:" THE KEYNOTES.
<

A distinguished keynote speaker noted
the need to protect nature from
cortinued human induced extinctions;
protecting habitat & the wildlife
spedes. It was noted that reasons for
extinction d once-abuncdant passenger
pigeonincluded overhurting &
progressgve fragmenting of habitat of
this, a aeature whose habitat needs
included spaceto congregate in huge
numbers.

A seoond speaker, an FON diredor,
asuming that society wishes to
become progressvely more
sustainable, suggested some steps: i.
set the vision; ii. assess the benefits,
oppatunities, challenges, etc. of the S.

Ont. forest; iii. inform & excite S. Ont.

people & gain their suppat; iv.
develop aplan; v. coordinate eff orts;
vi. change the culture of woodand
conservation.

He noted 300years changesto the S.
Ont. landscape. S. Ont. has lost much
upland, wetland & old growth forest,
nonforested wetland, most of its
prairie & savanna; what is left isunder
severe stress from things like: i. habitat
loss ii. fragmenting; iii. pollutants; iv.
exotic invasives; v. domestic animals;
vi. intense & varied human adivity;
vii. climate change. He hopes we dorit
need wake-up calls like Asian
longhorn beetle, Walkerton, the 1998
|ce Storm, Hurricane Mitch, or other.

Anather distinguished spedker
explored changes onthe S. Ont.
landscape, centred onToronto, where
popuation is most concentrated, &
how to buld on ou culture to flourish
in the 21st century. Four main changes
arei. in econamic oppatunity and
growth, why people come to, and
leave, the aegq ii. importance of place,
community, roots & identity, how life's
important lessons are best learned in
small communities; iii. our unique
diversity in ethnicity, religion, and
gender role, and the cultural

diff erences that accompany this (in
abou any Toronto schod classroom
youll see& even love this!); iv.
perception o importance of nature, and
areavakening to itsimportance; v. our
emphasis on peace, order and good
government (Americans dresslife,
liberty & pursuit of happiness). We ae
currently confused as to the role of
each o the levels of government. We
tend to be shaped onour concern for
wanting Quebec to continue & part of
Canada. Forces at work are moving us
toward Toronto as aregional city,
some of whose roles are now played by
al levels of government. (So what part



will al this play in shaping the forest
of the 21st Century?)

This peaker sees as Jne Jacobs' three
major contributions: i. has ideas,
conrecting new & old; ii. asan
activist, thinks then daes; iii. triesto do
the right thing.

How will the immense diversity of the
S. Ont. popdation, espedally but not
only in Greater Toronto, affed how the
S. Ont. woodand is conserved. That
handful of Toronto people who
encourage & help community
gardening can likely tell youthe dfed
will be profound & can be highly
pasitive.

"WOOODS TALK," SOME
PRINCIPLES AND THEMES.

Some principles & themes were laid
out. Threegeneral approaches
characterize science-based
conservation: protecting sites of high
biodiversity, samples of all
ecosystems, and maintaining
popuations of particular spedes. |
might add a pet of mine: have enough
area & diversity, distributed in ways
that make the S.Ont. landscgpe the
kind d placewe'd really want for our
grandkids and theirs, with an ogimum
mix of econamic, environmental &
social benefits to society we foresters
always attribute to the forest. For
example, is there enough pdential to
produce wood (for acommunity &
world likely facing shortages of wood),

to shelter & shade buildings to help
reduce their energy needs, make them
more attractive, to proted ground&
surfacewater adequately, to sequester
carbon& cleanse the air we humans
are so prone to pdlute? Or turn those
flat roofs from heat islands to green
islands? Tall order! We could have a
substantial wood-using industry
providing unheard of numbers of jobs,
along with the host of other econamic,
social and environmental benefits. Is
that what we want?

A big picture was developed in the
Caralinian life zone, of large forest
areas, smaller areas of varying size,
conrected hy corridors. We head this
stretched into a bigger picture for the
region & even for the Great Lakes
Basin.

The larger elements of the "bigger
picture” were portrayed. If we define
S. Ont. as that areasouth of the alge of
the Precambrian Shield, plus that part
of Eastern Ont. esast of the shield, and
maybe the part of the Shield in
between, the biggest forested elements
include the Niagara Escarpment, Oak
Ridges Moraine, Long Point corridor,
the corridor between Algonqun and
Adirondack Parks and perhaps the
Gred Lakes dhorelines. Then we can
think of a system of cores and
corridors, more obvious ones being
deep ravines. | think for some
purposes elements can beas snall asa
woockd city park (or wooded schod
yard?); acorridor of vegetationalong a
laneway or badk yard trees within a
city block or a narrow fence-row ona
farm--not the best, but the best we
have. One challenge will be to seehow
complete the network is, and how to
maintain or intensify it.



Four landscape dements were
discussed in relation to woodands: soil
(how vital that top 10cm isand hav
can we proted it from the ravages of
depletion, erosion, development?),
water (why we can't afford to sell it;
the immense amourts dored in kame
moraines!), air pallution (air today is
not the same good stuff Grandma
breathed; that bad air hurts us & hurts
the trees, & there ae diff erent kinds of
smog, each with its ownill effedson
the trees & surely on ws. Yes, it does
kill trees!). Fourth element is
conserving floral & faunal biodiversity
for the future (losing yet more species
has been likened to Spaceship Earth
pop@ng yet more rivets; maybe the
exotic invasives can be seen as
defective rivets).

"WOOODS TALK" & SEEMINGLY
CONFLICTING VIEWS.

There are many kinds of outlook
toward the forest. We heard abou
"Tilley hats vs. hard hats." | know we
are moving away from when tree
huggers & treeharvesters e each
other as enemy of the forest, or seeing
one another across barricades, toward
sedng we need bah views. | fed
myself that there ae growing numbers
of plages where the goodresults can be
sean of the benefits to the forest of
properly dore logging, & theill effeds
of doing nothing. There ae enough
people who can demonstrate that
harvesting in such aforest can be
beneficial all round Qualified tree
markers can help make it happen.

From alifetime of contad with my
own forest, | would argue that
resporsible harvesting may bring the
owner enough income to aff ord to keep
the forest intact for its ocial and
environmental benefits, & may even
help resist pressure to convert the
forest to nonforest uses. | would also
argue that such adions have econamic
benefits to the community that far
outweigh the revenue cming to an
owner who sells gumpageto a
contrador; the econamic value of
harvesting, transport &/or processing
of wood poducts. There are also
people who enjoy the rural peace &
quiet & may nat like the logging
operation onthe next property. We
know too that properly dore tree
cutting can be amajor toa for
developing wildlife habitat.

| feel we ae extremely fortunate to
have in ou Courty forests a unique
demonstration d what half a century of
forest management can dg & am very
pleased that of four awards made by
Wildlife Habitat Canada during Woods
Talk, three went to Courty Forests:
Dufferin, Simcoe, and Y ork Region.

"WOODS TALK" AND
AGROFORESTRY.

Mentioned only incidentally at our
annual meding (did it come up at all at
"Woods Talk") istherole of
agroforestry (AF) in its various forms,
& the paotential of interspersing forest
onthe farm landscape in shelterbelts,
intercroppng, silvipasture, riparian &
other corridors, treebelts as part of



contour farming, in ways that enhance
both the forestry & agriculture outputs
over what would happen if the two
were separate. Thisis besides the farm
woodot, the sugar bush, the Christmas
tree farm, edible nut orchards,
mushrooms, & others, which are often
part of afarm or farm-like operation.

To my knowledge AF is much more
developed in some other parts of the
world than | think is yet the case here.
A couge of things | came acoss
recently fit in this discussion.

1. Parts of Northern China are subject
to blowing sand from a desert region.
Windbre& plantings were dfective but
many of the trees were themselves
destroyed by blowing sand. A seand
planting, sometimes among the
skeletons of the original trees, worked
much better, & the bookin which |
saw this geaks of the "Grea Green
Wall of China" In an aerial view of
some of this, open fields were
surrounced by broad belts of trees
which appeared to shelter the fields &
themselves formed a closed net
embracing very well proteded fields.
The view encompassed many tens of
square kilometres, in which noisolated
piece of forest could be seen.

2. Too dten the outcome of increasing
human pressure on forests is that they
shrink, become depleted, or bath. Ina
few places, attempts to forestall or
rehabilitate have led to the
development of "treegardens’ made
up d several stories of trees, among
them a number of food sourcetrees,
the lowest layer including banana.
Literature from Australia describes
some highly sophisticated aspects of
"Permaaulture.”

"WOOODS TALK," ONTARIO
SCHOOLS, & YOUNG PEOPLE.

At "Woods Talk" we heard that schod
boards are having to slash oudoa &
environmental education, despite a
desperate need for our yourng people
for this; that may lead to environmental
education keing dropped from what is
taught to teaders. How serious this
can beis portrayed by observing that
25% of urban residents never leave the
city or go to apark. An oudoar
education teacher | met notes that the
places e took kids ealy in her career
have been turned into subdvisions.
She has had to recreate nature in her
schodyard (& isdoing agred job!).
Sometimes at forestry gatherings | hear
that kidsin rural areas & forest
industry towns are @& much in the dark
abou all this quff as the big city kids.
At aschod | know of in alovely rural
setting, it is gooda sign faaes the road
or you might think it's a prison nd a
schod. It has been naed the next
generation canna miss what it has not
experienced. To many kids dorit know
where their paper products come from,
or where the waste goes. An ad by
Evergreen (Foundhtion) notes that
more trees went into the ad than youll
find in most schodyards.

Y et some schods are doing ged
things. That teacher and ahers are
doing goodthings in their schodyards.
Envirothon condwted by OFA, and
involving a number of our own
members, is growing rapidly.



My thought: there are roughly 6,000
puldic, Cathdlic & private schodsin
Ont., upto grade 12, with nealy 2
million students & 140000teading
staff. Likely 80-90% arein S. Ont.
They would be distributed more or less
evenly, in away that refleds the
communities they serve. Dare we
dream of schodyards becoming
naturalized so they: i. give the schod
shade & wind-chill shelter, reducing
energy consumption & pallution
related to that consumption; ii. adding
beauty & wildlife habitat close to the
classroom; giving shade & wind
protectionto play areas; iii. offer
yourg people direct exposure to &
learning abou nature: so they may
acquire enhanced forest-ecosystem
awareness; iv. be arecognized pert of
the natural easystem of the
community (just like all those back
yards, parks, ravines, street trees, etc.);
v. be agoodexample & inspirationto
the coommunity. vi. be alaboratory
where some of the nealed lessons are
learned, with schod students
participating. vii. be asource of plant
material for community projects. viii.
enhance student awareness to the point
that their generation will be asking the
many questions that need to be
answered.

Going outside the schod property, a
USA study examines 40 schods across
the USwho hed become involved in
off-campus projects in natural &/ or
social environment (e.g. of social:
work in aseniors home), nat to teach
environment per se, but to integrate
academic work & form teader teams.
They foundsignificant benefitsin
areas like: general schod performance,
language skill s, math skills, science,
social studies, thinking skills

(encouraged to think for yourself),
interpersonal abilities (they could
spe&k to atown courcil to request
suppat for something), fewer
discipline problems (teacher &
administrator time then taken upin
more pasitive things), increased
teacher enthusiasm. The entire schod
experience becomes more positive for
everyore.

| know of afew schodswho have, or
could have, access to sites where such
projects could be tried, e.g. awoodot
next to the schod, or acity park or a
stream course needing work. For us, |
think this could result in student bodes
with vastly enhanced awarenessof
forest & other natural ecosystems.

Despite difficult times for schods, a
few have excellent schodyard projects;
some ae remarkable transformations
from amuch less desirable state. A few
even have outdoa education teachers.
Although thereislittle provision for
environmental or outdoar education,
including forestry, these days, afew
people have identified remarkable
numbers of placesin the curriculum
where an environmental or forestry
message @n be provided.

All this crossed my mind afew weeks
ago onabustour to several sitesonthe
Oak Ridges Moraine, to see the good
the bad & the ugly humanity can inflict
on rature. One landowner host in a
heavily forested part of the moraine
reminisced abou all the birds he sees,
and the ones he no longer sees because
of changes that have happened. His
immense grasp of locd nature
reminded me of the oddschod where a



grasshopper sighting isared event,
where asingle wood duck raised her
family on a vegetated donvntown
rooftop, & where one pair of birds
founda suitable nesting spot ona
newly build schod--over the front
doar!

DAVID CRRANE ON 22 YOUNG
PEOPLE.

Somebody quaed from the UN
Convention onthe Rights of the Child
in Nov/89: It isthe right of children
everywhere to receive an education
directed to development of respect for

the natural environment.

Lately | came across Toronto Star
Econamics Editor David Crane's item
on 22yourg Canadians & their
Canada25 report, "A New Magnetic
North." They want afair & equitable
society, astrongsocial orientation & a
healthy cultural & physicd
environment, a culture of innovation
that creaes oppatunity, ceebrates
success, & empowers people to uilize
their skills & ideas. David Crane
praises this group, and wishes they had
given more attention to the critica
value of starting in early infancy to
develop a child; andto the
environment and to Canada's potential
to embrace sustainabile devel opment
and kecome aleading "green” society
and ecnamy. Given the enormous
environmental challenges humanity
faces this century, Canada has an
enormous oppatunity to be aleader.

Y ou could buld courtless things into
that outlook, including the
implementing of the ideas of "Woods
Talk."

My Canada Day TV watching included
an hou on hav wildlife in amazing
numbers (peregrine falcon to
cockroach & raccoon) makeit in
Manhattan, &, in contrast, the life-long
work of John& Mary Theberge on
Algongun Park wolves.

All of thisreinforces the neal to use
every means we can to share with our
yourg people,--the yourger the better,
our understanding of the environment,
and espedally the place of forest in the
urban, urbanizing, agricultural and
more remote regions of S. Ont.

"WOODS TALK" AND
KNOWLEDGE. <

Some education & communication
gaps relating to ou forest were
identified at "Woods Talk:" i.
information, often of the most
elementary level; ii. fundng of
education; iii. many educators lak
goodgrasp o environment; iv. dowe
aways =t agoodexample. Legislation
was mentioned; is this important, or
are there other ways to persuade people
to ad resporsibly. Do they aways
know the impli cations of failing to do
so (and | dorit mean a hefty fine).
Someone suggested that legislation &



regulation are for the 10% of the
popuation who will not otherwise do
the right thing.

Among the educaion &
communication gaps identified &
discussed: gathering and transferring
information; ready access to
information; (crafting and) selling the
messages; advocating pdicy;
coordinating eff orts; coordinating the
iswues; suppating educators; paradigm
shift (e.g. get out of the ca & into a
bus or onto abike; plant & look after
those trees); suppat landowners, and
more.

"WOOODS TALK" AND ROOFTOP
OR VERTICAL FORESTRY.

Aswe get increasingly built up, there
are growing numbers of hed islandsin
the form of flat roofs, parking lots, etc.
In heavily popuated parts of Europe,
people who buld are required to make
roofs that will suppat trees or other
living things. Thiswill nat appredably
increase the aea of vegetation, but it
will help eliminate some hea islands.
They will add to the building's
insulation and therefore energy
conservation. Similarly, trees can be
planted in parking lots. Walls of
buildings can be protected by vines or
trees from direct summer sunshine and
winter wind chill, adding to comfort
and energy conservation.

"WOOODS TALK" AND FOREST
FRAGMENTATION.

Program material issued before the
conference noted that the forest of S.
Ont. continues to become fragmented
(so, too, is the expertise that could be
brought to bea on conserving this
forest). Forest trads become smaller in
size, and farther apart, separated by
increasingly hostile terrain.

Fragmenting leads to: loss of spedes
that need interior, need asizable area,
or are wide-ranging. Loss of spedes
means less diversity. Stepsto avoid
adverse eff ects include: maintaining
ecosystem types, viable popuations of
native species, maintaining ecologicd
& evolutionary processes; allowing
that changes will occur. If fragmenting
|leads to isolation, the trees and cher
plant material in each island will tend
to lose genetic diversity and become
inbred. It is noted that few intact forest
areas are left of over 500 re. in S. Ont.

We can escape consequences of
fragmenting on any given species if we
keep the fragments above the size
needed to be viable; if small fragments
close together can be integrated; if a
spedes can live part of itslifein
adjacent farm fields of the right crops,
if fragments are close to larger areas of
habitat.

Blocks of contiguous habitat are better
than fragments. Large blocks are better
than small onee; around o with a
low edge-arearatio is better than ore
of similar area but with more alge (e.g.
irregular or elongated), it is more likely
to have dfective interior; alargeoneis



better than two or more smaller ones
adding to the same aygregate area;
fragments close together are better than
identical ores farther apart; a duster of
fragments is better than the same
number of identica ones grung out;
they are all better if conrected by the
right kind d corridor. Areas of interior
are needed by some species. Loss of
interior tends to favour invasive non
native species.

Corridors provide onredivity for:
mobhility & dispersal; auto-ecological
needs for food, shelter, protection,
water, escape. They can be generalized
or very specific. Conrectivity may be
compensated by surroundngs that are
compatible or not too contrasting.
Corridors are not well understood, but
are needed.

In some places old fence-rows will
form corridors between conifer
plantations for wildlife spedes that
prefer broad-leaf to coniferous tree
spedes. Such corridors may aso
provide seed for the broadl eaf
understory which so dften finds its way
into plantations after a few decades.
These corridors may also contain trees
of less abundant hardwood species like
white ash, basswood, red cak, black
cherry, in areas that might have
become too daminantly sugar maple.

Barriers, e.g. highways or walls, are
not crossed, or attempts to cross may
lead to sudden death to animals trying
to cross.

Among communities of spedes are
some pivotal or key species. You hut
their mobility, and may hurt the whole
community. e.g. if woodpedkers or
large carnivores can't move in, the rest
of the system may be aff ected.

There are sources & sinks. e.g. source
woodot is one where an abundant flow
of youngmay migrate to ather
woodots. A sink woodot is where
more die off than are born and the
spedes dedines.

So a strategy includes: i. enlarge
woodots D they become sources not
sinks; ii. expand onthe big picture of
S. Ont. Its main elements include
NOA: Niagara Escarpment, Oak
Ridges Moraine, Algonqun to
Adirondack corridor, & others. Enlarge
onthis as much as possible, e.g. dong
Grea Lakes dhores; iii. pay attention to
spedes most vulnerable to
fragmenting; iv. provide paths of least
resistance; v. try to reduce distance
between fragments; vi. when in dould,
wherever possible, maintain natural
conrections.

Corridor attention largely focused on
animals. Neal also to be avare of need
of plant life for conredions. Where
you can't have corridors, stepping
stones may help. On the Toronto
waterfront field tour we heard that a
natural waterfront may form a
bridgehead for some wildlife to
(re)enter the dty.



"WOODS TALK" & A LIST OF
THEMES, GAPS ETC.

Six concurrent sessions examined six
themes, aiming to identify significant
gaps in knowledge, palicies and
programs relating to woodands. The
themes included woodands sience,
planning and woodands, best
(management) pradices for healthy
woodands, woodand restoration to
reverse past trends, woodand
stewardship, educaion &
communication.

Over 100gaps were identified under
headings like: education &
communication (mentioned earlier),
information & data (what we need,
how to get, priorize & use), monitoring
(including criteria & indicaors, what
are we losing, how can we tell),
leadership (who's in charge, where ae
they taking us, how well informed are
they), coordinated effort (in many
directions, e.g. can neighbouing
owners work in common cause),
planning (in a bioregional or landsceape
context, what's our carrying capadaty),
strategies (goals, standards, priorities),
palicy (new, reformed, revived, change
to fill agap), plant materials (sources),
implementation (what action gives best
results from your limited capadty to
act), pdlitical will, presaure & suppat,
land a conservation ethic, relation
between ecosystem hedth, presence of
trees and aher living things, and
human health.

Among more general gaps. how forest
functions on alandscape; speafic
knowledge of the species, life forms,
etc.; need for much more scientific

research, but also to move ahead with
what we do knav; need to develop a
knowledgable, skilled work force,
including voluntary; need for
education, suppat, incentives,
encouragement; forest restoration and
the various ways it can happen; need
for awell thought out provincial (&
federal?) role; suppat for
municipalitiesin their ever-expanding
role; need to develop awell-recognized
set of "goodmanagement pradices’
backed by education, enforcement,
information; rethinking of incentivesto
woodot conservation; link between
healthy forest, hedthy landscgpe &
healthy human community; the need
for available knowledge, pdlicy, etc.,
to get translated into practice (get on
with it!); and more.

There are success dories, among them:
i. naturalization and reforestation
casebook ii. pulications onwoodot
management; iii. York Region's green
strategy; iv. environmental advisory
committees to advise municipal
courxil s, established in several
municipalities; v. ecologicd work in
the Laurel Creek watershed in
Waterloo. I've mentioned the well-
deserved recognition d courty forests
in Dufferin, Simcoe and Y ork Region,
which I've watched since | was akid.
I'd think there ae endless good rews
storieson S. Ont. private properties.
Looking badk, I'd think the first tree
nursery around 1905the start of the
courty forestsin the 1920s, the
forming of conservation authorities in
the 1940s, & the more recent start of
urban forestry & agroforestry in S.
Ont. are magjor milestones. The start of
the model forestsin Canada and
abroad, among them E. Ont. Model
Forest, also rates as amajor
accomplishment, as does its pairing
with a Canadian model forest in



Mexico. Small but important successes
liein the actions of individual
woodand owners, and in the
regreening of individual schodyards.
That we have what amourtsto a
massive textbook d silvicultural
guidelines for our forest, & what went
into its preparation, must quality as a
success dory.

Some gaps in woodand restoration
(and expansion?): what isiit:
naturalization, rehabilitation,
revegetation, reforestation.

i. educaion; ii. fundng (and/or other
suppat?); iii. monitoring and adaptive
management--learning from what you
aready have; iv. big picture and long
term as context for work; v. how to do
it: vi. reseach & knowledge; vii.
incentives; viii. source of labour
(skilled and aher, volunteer and peid).

Some thowghts abou how we can
change the aulture of the S. Ont. forest:
i. dareto think hig; ii. use science and
all the things we know; iii. be strategic,
i.e. dothe things most likely to make a
difference iv. collaborate; v. seek
positive action--just DO it; vi.
recognize both the complexity and the
subtle diff erences; vii. be guided &
learn to the maximum from polls.

| personally fed it will help if we can
visualize the entire level and range of
econamic, socia and environmental
benefits for society if the region's
forest is enhanced to the extent,
distribution and quality of whichitis
capable--and perhaps to what extent
we fall short of those benefits to the

extent the forest is not what it shoud
be.

| think it will help if we can get some
idea of how much forest shoud be
simply left alone, how much shoud be
extensively managed, & how much
intensively managed, some to a very
high level, asin permaaulture. Andif
we can get some ideaof the role for
which we shoud domanagement.
There are textbooks that help us derive
the optimum benefit from whatever old
growth forest we may have. There ae
spedal forest uses, asin uban forestry,
or agroforestry. There are success
stories from various parts of the world
in forests for protedion from the
harshest of wind, very intensively
managed forest gardens with an
amazing range of uses. We may even
seeflat roofs changed from heat
islands which must be aggravating the
global warming trend, to those with
trees or other vegetation that have quite
the oppasite eff ect.

There is the forest that benefits the
human personality, like helping sick
people be cured faster, better, & with
less treament, or forest used as a
setting for art, music & drama, or
sedng the morning sun catch a spider
web dripping with dew, or seeing the
full moon a the sunrise, over a
laneway or through the trees.

Delegates were urged to think
seriously abou personal commitment
to woodands, ead person basing it on
a caeful reflection as to the source of
one'sinterest in the cause, and onthat
deciding on a contribution to the cause.
People will be encouraged to form and



runworking groups. They will be
urged to keep in touch electronically
with FON; to write letters to the
government (Ministers, Premier, etc.)
indicating importance of this cause.
Thaose of us who were not among the
500at the mnference are welcome to
join this effort. Amourtsto an "All
Hands on Deck" cdll.

Delegates were invited to examine
what got them interested in the S. Ont.
forest, what keeps their interest, and
what elements of that each person can
useto buld his’/her own commitment
to that forest. | think we need to know
that the FON's action danis
progressng, & we need to knowv how
we asindividuals or as part of the
forestry community can contribute to
that progress.

Some dements of the new forest will
include, in my thinking (so there ae
likely lots of others):

i. trads managed to a higher level of
intensity than prevails now in the
region, levelsimplied in the forest
gardens in some parts of the world, or
the permaaulture being tried, e.g. in
Austraia;

ii. trads of forest on productive land
and rea to wood Lsing plants,
managed to high levels of intensity for
timber products. This may lead to
clustered industries locaed close to
areas of intensively managed woods
and with a developed work force in the
area.

iii. tracts managed to lesser level of
intensity for objectives that include
timber harvest.

iv. trads managed to various levels
that include the habitat requirements of
arange of fish andwildlife;

v. strategy for old growth forest, and
how its benefits can be maximized;
establish nov what will be the old
growth forest in 100years. |dentify
existing OGF & conrect it aswell as
possible to ather forest so OGF benefit
may be extended.

vi. intensively managed sugar bushes,
Christmas tree farms, treenurseries,
edible nut orchards, ginseng gardens,
other;

vii. adequate protedion for water-rich
moraines, other groundwater, stream
and river corridors and sources,
wetlands;

viii. parks, wooded to varying degrees;

IX. street & roadside trees; on many
Toronto streets, especially older ones,
& in many laneways, the trees, etc., on
the two sides meet overhead to form a
wonderful shading & sheltering arch.
Without them, as one book suggests,
those same streds and lanes might look
more like airport runways.

X. forested & otherwise vegetated
schodyards, indwstria sites, etc.

xi. roofs and walls of buildings
covered with trees and aher green
material.

"WOOODS TALK" AND OLD
GROWTH FOREST.



We hear thereislittle left in S. Ont.
qualifying as old growth forest (OGF)-
-under 1% of the existing forest. But if
we looklong term & if we think of
OGF as anything over, say, age 150
then awoodot now age 80 would
qualify as OGF by the yea 207Q If we
then think of the important feaures of
OGF, then the book" The Fragmented
Forest" explores how some of OGF
benefits might extend to a maximum
forested area.

Applied to alarge continuous forest
area, this might involve a central area
of OGF, with an oddnumber of
wedge-shaped compartments arranged
aroundit, and in which aternate
wedges would be dear-cut or
selectively harvested at appropriate
intervals. Thiswould give maximum
oppatunity for migration from the
OGF to ather aress.

"WOOODS TALK" & WHERE DO
WE GO FROM HERE.

We are two yeas into FON's goal of
changing in 20yeas the culture of
woodand conservation. So we need to
i. think big & think long term (we ARE
doing it for the future); ii. use science
to the maximum (get it translated into
padlicy, procedures, &, glory be, things
happening on the ground); iii. be
strategic (pick things that can be dore
& are most likely to make a
difference); iv. collaborate aswidely as
passible; v. seek action; vi. build on
the values urban people dtach to trees
andforestsin the dty & courtry, as
expressed in padls; vii. build onthe

range of values owners place on
woodand (timber, gathering seeds,
hurting, trail recreation, wildlife
viewing); viii. build onthe belief you
can harvest soundy, aslong as those
involved in the harvest do so with
knowledge, skill, and integrity. ix.
make sure people are informed: you
canna fight for or be concerned with
what you are not aware of, and too
many of usladk any red contad with
nature. X. identify the serious gapsin
what we are thinking, learning, and
doing, andtry to fill them.

Some suggested first steps: i. be
proactive in keeing in touch with
FON (355Lesmill Rd., Don Mills,
Ont. M3B 2WS8; ph 4164448419 fax
416-444-9866 1-800-440-2366 e
mail : info@fontarionature.org); (there
seansto be arange of electronic
means of keeping in touch that | have
not quite grasped; ii. examine and
build onone's own background-where
my feding of commitment to this
cause comes from; iii. consider choice
of topic or task to work on; iv. work
toward forming working groups and
toward each developing and
implementing action dans.

Y ou may have seen the repetitions &
gaping hdesin what | have reported.
Onething | now seel've missed isthe
potential of woodot owner
assciations, cooperatives, etc., to
further the wood and cause. Perhaps
the growing number of land trusts
taking shape in the region will have a
role. But | hope youwill have
understood, & that youwill share my
feeling of excitement of what at last
may lie éhead for our S. Ont. forest, &
that we will all be part of what

happens.



