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Introduction

* The history of the FireSmart Canada program goes back
to 1990.

e Task force committee was established to address
common concerns on the issue of wildfire in the
wildland/urban interface.

* Focus on educating Canadians on the steps they can take
to build and maintain communities that are resilient to
wildfire.
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Canadian Overview

 QOver the past ten years, a yearly average of 7,084
wildland fires have burned 2.72 million hectares of
wildland area throughout Canada.

e Between 1980 and 2007, there were 547 evacuation
events caused by wildland fires, resulting in evacuation of

~209,121 people (90,000 during 2016 Fort McMurray
wildfire disaster alone)
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An Increasing Problem

®
2003 - Kelowna, BC

45,000 people evacuated
334 structures lost

$246 million total insured loss
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Three Scales of FireSmart

* LANDSCAPE
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Three Scales of FireSmart

* COMMUNITY
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The Seven FireSmart Disciplines

@F ireSmart
*1. Education |&2

2. Emergency Planning |:&;

Vegetation Management |~

Legislation i

Interagency Cooperation |5

Cross Training |&

Do
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Three Scales of FireSmart

* WILDLAND URBAN
INTERFACE (Home
lgnition Zone)
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WILDLAND URBAN
INTERFACE (WUI)
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Wildland Urban Interface (WUI)
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Traditional WUI Definition

The line, area, or zone where structures and
other human development meet or intermingle
with undeveloped wildland or vegetative fuels.
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Built Fuels vs. Wildland Fuels

It is important to understand the two main categories
of fuel components that comprise the WUI fuel
complex.

 Wildland Fuels- All vegetation (natural and
cultivated).

* Built Fuels- Man-made structures (buildings and
infrastructure).

 WUI Fuel Complex: the fuel structure that results as
a combination of built fuels and wildland fuels
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A different way of thinking...

e Describes both structures and vegetation as
“fuel”.

* Includes the topographic and weather
conditions that affect the combustibility of the
fuel.

* Recognizes the unique characteristics of the
“combined fuel complex” that allows for the
ignition and spread of fire through it.
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A Better WUI Definition

Any developed area where conditions
affecting the combustibility of both
wildland and built fuels allow for the
ignition and spread of fire through the
combined fuel complex.
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d’FireSmarl Home Ignition Zone
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Home Ignition Zone

(0-1.5 metres)

FireSmart
- Zone 1
Priority Zones (1.5-10 metres)

Zone 2
(10-30 metres)
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Reducing Home Ignitions

e 90% of homes with noncombustible roofs and 10
metres of clearance will survive a major wildfire.

 Metal roofing is 95% less likely to catch fire in the
event of a wildfire.

 More than 50% of homes destroyed by wildfires
are ignited by embers.

* 50% of homes are lost due to poor design
(complex exterior wall assembly, complex roof
design)
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FireSmart Home Partners

FireSmart Home Partners App is (M FireSmart
modelled after the Wildfire Partners  [ESHERRES
Program in Colarado

Funding from FRIAA has allowed D

FireSmart Canada to develop & pilot
the program for Canada in
Whitecourt and the MD of Lesser

Slave River.
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The Need in Canada

 Currently there is no standardized system in place
that offers defendable, detailed and customized
measurable wildfire risk assessments and tracked
measurable risk reductions for individual properties.

* Growing interest and need for relating risk
assessments to economic impacts of wildfire
(insurance, real estate)

* |ndividual properties (Home Ignition Zone) are
where the risk can be effectively reduced.
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Current FireSmart Structure and
Site Assessment

RUCTURE AND SITE HAZARD ASSESSMEN
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FireSmart Home Partners

More than just an app — the next step in FireSmart!

* Advocacy — community outreach, homeowner education,
real estate and insurance industry training

e Collaboration — community stakeholders, local fire
department staff, insurance providers, business and
development community members and Alberta Wildfire
Management Branch staff.

e Measurable wildfire risk reduction — tested science and
research, customized recommendations for homeowners
to take action.
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FireSmart Home Partners Program Goals

Provide wildfire outreach and education that results in
long term behaviour change.

Provide individual home and property specific advice,
empowering homeowners to measurably reduce wildfire
risk to their property.

Provide the economic benefits of measurably wildfire risk
reduced homes (insurance, real estate, etc)

Reduce the overall wildfire risk and cumulative effects of
multiple structure losses on the community.
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Sign Out Assessments New Assessment Cancel Basics - (0%) Save

Client's Name
Client's Email
Address

Town / City / Village

Province

Alberta Tap here to set

Conducted On
October 24, 2016 Tap here to set

Property Photo Take a Photo Select a Photo

Include Submitted Download Assessments Jump to Page )
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Cancel Decks, Porches and Structure A... Save

-

1) Is there a minimum 1.5m distance
between any wood fences and the closest

\7 Yes  No ‘ N/A

\

~

7

2) Deck Materials

Response

\

7

3) Deck Connection: Is there protection at
combustible siding to deck junction?

 Yes No  N/A(No..

Jump to Page ( )
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Mobile App

esess TELUS = 3:54 AM
Check all that apply

Fire-Rated Wood
Fire-Rated Composite
Heavy Timber
Non-Combustible
Non-Rated Wood
Non-Rated Composite

N/A

< @} 100% -

Done

eeeee TELUS & 3:56 AM
Check all that apply

7 9 { 100% H

Fire-Rated Wood

Fire-Rated Composite D
Heavy Timber

Non-Combustible

Non-Rated Wood

Non-Rated Compaosite

N/A
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Mobile A
Cancel Accessory Structures & Person... Save

Yes No N/A ]

-
2) Firewood: Are firewood piles stored at
least 10 m from all structures and are there

Yes No N/A

Assessor's Comments

Move firewood pile away from structure. Suggest...

Take a Photo Select a Photo

\ J

”
3) Propane Tanks: Are propane tanks
properly mitigated?

Jump to Page ( )
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FireSmart Home Partners Program Website

FireSmart Home Partners %

<« C @ https//www.firesmartapp.ca %4

FireSmart Home Partners

FireSmart

Home Partners Canada

FireSmart Home Partners
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FireSmart Home Partners Program Website

2. Firewood: Are firewood piles stored at least 10 m from all structures and are there are least 3 m of
clearance between the piles and the closest conifer branches?

Move firewood pile away from structure. Store in fire resistant structure or move to priority zone
two or three and break into smaller piles.

3. Propane Tanks: Are propane tanks properly mitigated?

Yes
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FireSmart Home Partners Program Website

Page 3/8

FireSmart Property Assessment
Summary of Required Actions

Accessory Structures & Personal Property

Firewood: Are firewood piles stored at least 10 m from all structures and are there are least 3 m
of clearance between the piles and the closest conifer branches?

Move firewood pile away from structure. Store in fire resistant structure or
move to priority zone two or three and break into smaller piles.
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Co-operators Insurance Partnership

6 FireSmart
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FireSmart

Priority Zones

Lone Ia

of chnhes, pet foo, fashiights and baneries,
e, Moke: sure your phone numbess, insurarce

Zone 2

TH-0 erreny
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New Resources

Last-Minute Checklist for Protecting Your Home and Property from Wildfire

@ Evacuation Tips

Monitor conditions and follow the advice
of local autherities.
If ordered to evacuate. do so

Quickly address outside
surroundings

Complete a scan around your home

and property and take steps to remove

Feview your evacuztian péon for your family
and pets.
* Vit wuew, getprepared ge.ca for helpul
ips and evecuation glan templates.

erve your “ready 1o go Wi” (emergency kit
ready and stocked with cash, partabée radia,
prescrinion mecications, eye glasses, change

mfarmation and céher important documernts
for your g bog are curren.
* Vi wuw.getprepared.go.ca for  mare
Gomplet st of emergency suppes.

Betore vapunbng:
+ Yumn o air conditionirg.
+ Turn off your home water, elecirioty
and e
+ Cluse ell doors, garoge doars snd
windones. i weaiher seal or doors hese
g, sel with duc iape.

FireSmart

Visit www.firesmarteanada.ca for

additional resources and information

Flemove leswes, pine needies and cther debris
From yous roof and gutters.

Mo grass and weeds within 10 metres of the
house to 10 centimetres in lergth, or less.

@ Check around the house

Check vents on roof, foundation and
exterior walls to prevent embers from
entering your hame

Coneck your etic and foundztion (crawl space)
vens to see  they are screened and In good
repir. Lise cuct or mesl tape 1o temporarnly

‘coner damaged verts and thase with 3
millimetres mesh screening,

Clear all dead plares, feaves, and weeds within
10 metees of your home. Msintain 3 16 metre.

roncomustibie sone amund your home and
ek by sweeping o abing down fo mneral

Pdove combustible ems such as toys, patio

1 you have  pragane taak locsted on your

propeny:

+ Propane tanes. should be moved to
18 metres. away from struciures,

+ Remoue weeds and otfer debris
from ares amund large swionary
ropane i 50 tere &5 0o
combusiste materis) nees tank.

Furniture, eushions, decoratne ferms, Srewsed,

ol combustible fems into your home or garge.

1f you stere cardbennd bowes and other easly
ignited materiss near a vent i your attic o
crm spce, move them s far ey s pessi
from versfs).

+ Anather opion & ta place tape et
venifs) at these locotions. Be sure io
remo tape when you retuam home

Caver dryes ventz and wamaunted make<n
air aperangs for fumaces with a pywood cover
mistal tape or duct tape.

"t you have 2 combustible fence that
vt —
+ Secure gate in s apen pasiion.
+ Caeor vegetaion and debrs lomg both
e f oot fence e,
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FireSmart Resources in the works!

FireSmart Begins at Home Starter Kit (will come up with a better
name)

Landscape Alberta — tree and plant tags
Updated video series

Updated FireSmart Homeowner’s Manual and Updated Homeowner’s
Assessment (soon to be the “FireSmart Begins at Home Manual”)

Structure and Site Hazard Assessment Form Update and Wildfire
Hazard Assessment System Guide

Updated FireSmart Landscaping Guide
Revamped FireSmart Community Recognition Program
FireSmart Children’s Activity Booklet
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SAVE THE DATE!!

FireSmart

Canada

FireSmart

community series

Working Towards a Resilient Alberta
October 2nd - 4th, 2018

MacDonald Island Conference Centre, Fort McMurray, Alberta

For more information contact firesmart@gov.ab.ca or

Alberta
‘b Wildfire A{Wﬂ visit www.firesmartcanada.ca/events
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Thank youl!

Laura Stewart
laura.a.stewart@gov.ab.ca

587-985-2095
www.firesmartcanada.ca
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