Report on the Asia Pacific Forestry Week Conference (Beijing - November 7th to 11th, 2011) and
Collaboration between the Canadian Institute of Forestry and the Chinese Institute of Green Carbon
Asia Pacific Forestry Week
The Asia-Pacific Forestry Week conference brought together some 1500 people from around the world
to discuss forests and forestry in the Asia Pacific region. The event was organized under the theme -New
Challenges, New Opportunities, and allowed participants to discuss a wide variety of forestry themes,
issues and challenges including governance, communications and the future of the region's forests. The
conference took place in Beijing, China, from 7-11 November 2011, and was organized by the United
Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the Asia-Pacific Network for Sustainable Forest
Management and Rehabilitation (APFNet). Canada was represented by various delegations including the
University of British Columbia, Natural Resources Canada, the Forest Products Association of Canada
and the Canadian Institute of Forestry (CIF).
This report is presented from the perspective of the CIF, whose delegation included three of its
members: John Pineau, Fred Pinto and Bruce Pendrel. The participation of the CIF in this conference and
in subsequent meetings would not have been possible without the generous support of Alberta
Sustainable Resource Development for the former delegate (John Pineau), and the Chinese Institute of
Green Carbon for both Mr. Pinto and Mr. Pendrel.
During the opening plenary, speakers stressed the multiple functions of forests, the numerous initiatives
that have halted or reversed deforestation in the Asia-Pacific region, and the importance of cross-sector
engagement for forest initiatives. Keynote speakers included Andrew Steer, Special Envoy for Climate
Change with the World Bank and Tim Rollinson, Director General of the Forestry Commission in the
United Kingdom. Mr. Steer has been approached with respect to providing a guest editorial based on his
presentation, for The Forestry Chronicle - the professional journal of The Canadian Institute of Forestry.

Photos: Opening plenary session of Asia Pacific Forestry Week Conference
The plenary session on Day Two of the conference focused on governance challenges and their impacts
on forests. Panelists discussed the definition of governance, the key attributes of governance that are
important to forest and land management, as well as achievements and advancements in governance
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made in the region over the past decade. Corruption and illegal logging were identified as pressing
issues in the region. Other challenges identified as needing work included: engagement of multiple
stakeholders, focusing on local context, strengthening laws and regulations, improving social justice, and
building consumer confidence in timber products.
The theme for the Day Three plenary examined communications - New Media – New Messages: Forestry
Communications in Asia and the Pacific. The discussion and presentations included helpful tips on how
to get a message across successfully in the current media-saturated landscape. Non-traditional methods
of communication such as online media, Facebook, twitter, blogs, etc. are a vital part of new
communications strategies but also present some challenges. People are overwhelmed with information
from all directions, making it difficult for the forestry community to effectively reach the public.
Overcoming this challenge requires investment in staff and infrastructure to support a strategically
timed, dynamic flow of compelling forest stories via new media. To communicate challenges facing
forests and stakeholders to those outside the conservation community, we have to recognize that the
‘doom and gloom’ style of public engagement does not work. Positive messages describing the wonders
of forests and renewable use have better outcomes.
In the final plenary session on the future of forestry in Asia and the Pacific, speakers highlighted the risks
for the forestry sector of disruptions in the global economy, the role of forests in a green economy, and
the importance of social capital in forestry. Canada was well represented by Avrim Lazar of the Forest
Products Association of Canada, who gave a positive speech on the reinvention and revitalization of the
forest sector worldwide, through the integration and use of new and value added products, biomass for
bioenergy, and the continued use of traditional products including pulp, paper and lumber.
Throughout the week, concurrent sessions were held on a variety of topics including financing
sustainable forest management and indigenous peoples' rights and empowerment, community forests,
urban forestry and using forests sustainably to eliminate poverty. A session focusing on biomass and
bioenergy initiatives in the region included a presentation by Natural Resources Canada focusing on the
multi-partnered Canadian Biopathways project that is underway.

Photos: Wood Energy Session and field tour of Miyun Watershed with the Board of FSC International
Partner events were also held, including one on climate change and carbon management in the context
of climate change. The Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC), which supported the participation of
18 Pacific island delegates, hosted side events on opportunities in Pacific forestry and on activities for
reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation in developing countries (REDD) in the
Pacific region. A student - meet and greet event and an international forestry film night were also held.
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These many sessions and socials allowed for effective personal interaction and discussion between
delegates from many countries.
Overall, the conference was excellent and allowed for both large-scale presentations and smaller more
intimate discussion and interaction between participants. The Institute’s delegation made many direct
and personal contacts and discussed many opportunities and solutions with respect to addressing
forestry issues and challenges throughout the region. The CIF delegation was also able to participate in a
field tour of forestry in the Miyun watershed with the Board of FSC International, as well as a tour of
urban forestry in Beijing focusing on the 680 hectare Olympic Forest Park. A series of articles and
editorials relating to forestry in Beijing and China is planned for successive issues of The Forestry
Chronicle. The possibility of producing an international e-lecture series is also being explored by the CIF.
The take home messages and information that will be shared with forest professionals throughout
Alberta and Canada are significant, relevant and valuable.
Collaboration with the Chinese Institute of Green Carbon
Following the Asia Pacific Forestry Week conference, a series of meetings was held between the
Canadian Institute of Forestry and the Chinese Institute of Green Carbon (CIGC), a newly formed
partnership of some six separate Chinese non-government and government forestry organizations.
Discussions between members of the two organizations were fruitful, allowing for the development and
signing of a letter of intent focusing on collaboration and cooperation through a series of key projects.
Specifically:
• The possibility of co-hosting a joint international conference on forests and climate change in
Beijing in the fall of 2012; will included many Canadian and international presenters
• The potential establishment of a new scientific journal focusing on forests and climate change;
terms of reference being developed
• The provisional submission and acceptance of relevant scientific papers to The Forestry
Chronicle; must be high quality English, peer reviewed and relevant to Canadian forest
professionals
• The opportunity for general knowledge exchange, transfer and cooperative projects being
undertaken
Please see scan of signed Letter of Intent (separate attachment)

Photos: Meeting and gift exchange between the CIF and the CIGC
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Summary
The support provided by Alberta Sustainable Resource Development and the Chinese Institute of Green
Carbon enabled a small delegation of Canadian Institute of Forestry members (John Pineau, Fred Pinto
and Bruce Pendrel) to attend the Asia Pacific Forestry Week conference and to establish a good working
relationship with the Chinese Institute of Green Carbon. This bodes well not only for the Institute, but
for both Alberta and Canada’s forest sector in general, and for international trade relations with China.
The conference was excellent, allowing for the exchange of relevant and helpful forest science and
management information, and the establishment of numerous personal and professional contacts. The
letter of intent signed by the two organizations (CIF and CIGC) is the precursor to potentially strong new
scientific and technical collaboration that will bring economic, social and ecological benefit to both
countries.
The Canadian Institute of Forestry is grateful to Alberta Sustainable Resource Development for its
continued support in the communication, transfer and application of sound forest science and research
into policy, planning and practice, and specifically for the opportunity to open international dialogue
that furthers and enhances the reach and exchange of information and knowledge relating to
sustainable forestry.
Respectfully submitted by:

John Pineau
Executive Director
Canadian Institute of Forestry
November 25, 2011
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