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The Howler 
News-Bites and Photos for Members of the Algonquin Section  

Of the Canadian Institute of Forestry 
Issue #3 — March 14th, 2022 

 
It has been a busy winter for our Section, with plenty of interesting and fun events and activities. We 
indeed have a lot to be proud of these days. Here is a quick summary of what has been happening, and 
what will be coming up in the near future. 
 
CIF Algonquin Section AGM Held on Monday, February 7th, 2022 
 
Our Section’s (virtual) Annual General Meeting took place during the noon hour of Monday, February 
7th, 2022, using Zoom. The agenda included a review of the past year’s activities, a discussion of planned 
events, a financial update, and the acclamation of our Council for 2022, that included several new 
members. Following is a list of the members of our Section Council for 2022, and their positions.  
 

• Glen Prevost, Director 

• Allison Winmill, Chair 

• Murray Woods, Treasurer 

• Margaret Penner, Secretary 

• John Pineau, Communications 

• Al Stinson, Councillor 

• Frank Knaapen, Councillor 

• Jordan MacMillan, Councillor 

• Tyler Lucas, Councillor 

• Brittany MacKenzie, Councillor (new) 

• Peter Arbour, Councillor (new) 

• Madison Ulitsky (Algonquin Student Rep) 

• Sionaid Eggett (Algonquin Student Rep) 
 
Thanks to all of our stalwart volunteers! 
 
 
University of Toronto Master of Forest Conservation (MFC) Winter Field Camp a Huge Success! 
 
The UofT MFC Camp went ahead as planned from February 24th to 27th, 2022 based out of the Canadian 
Ecology Centre. The tradition of the MFC class visiting our Section is close to 25 years old. Thanks to the 
financial and volunteer support of many, it continues to give the students an excellent opportunity to 
see top-notch forestry operations and world-class research, plus have a lot of fun too! Members of the 
Section and volunteers from many organizations helped to make this camp, our first in two years due to 
the pandemic, a great success! Following is a selection of photo highlights from the four-day weekend. 
Thanks to everyone who contributed and helped out! 
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First stop for UofT MFC students at Tim Bryson’s log sorting yard near Sundridge. 
 

   
Nipissing Forest Resource Management (NFRM) presentation by Scott McPherson and Francisco Murphy 
before heading out to see Tom Clouthier’s operations. 
 

   
Sustainable harvesting operations in the Nipissing Forest. The Clouthier family has worked here for over 
50 years. 
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Ric Hansel of NFRM chats with the students. The visit to the harvesting operation was a real eye-opener 
for many. 
 

 
A sunny afternoon visit to Green Legacy Farm, the woodlot of Dean Assinewe and family. Despite the 
cold, Dean managed to get his portable sawmill working, and cut some boards from trees he had 
harvested. For many it was their first time on snowshoes! 
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Evening presentations by Glen Prevost and Al Stinson focused on FSC certification and tree marking. Ben 
Gwilliam of the Ontario Woodlot Association also made a presentation on private land forestry. 
 

   
On the hallowed ground of PSP (permanent sample plot) 1 at the Petawawa Research Forest (PRF). 
 

    
No end of things to see and do at the PRF…  
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A quick tour of the PRF Arboretum with Robin Cunningham and a stop in Deep River for a presentation 
on the Algonquin Forestry Authority with Jordan MacMillan, rounded-out a full third day. 
 

   
The Fur Harvesters Auction House in North Bay was busy, and there was a lot to see and experience. 
 

 
    A pretty cool photo op! 
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Nothing like a relaxing campfire after a traditional sea-pie lumberjack/jill dinner at the Canadian Ecology 
Centre. No worse for the wear on the final morning… all bright eyed and bushy-tailed for a group photo! 
 
 
Forest Science at Work Knowledge Exchange Workshop Well Attended and Received 
 
In partnership with our national office, the Forest Science at Work Knowledge Exchange Workshop was 
delivered with the help of our Section on the morning of Wednesday, March 9th, 2022, in Pembroke; 
with an afternoon field trip to the PRF. Over 60 people participated including students in both the Forest 
Tech and Skills Advance Ontario programs at Algonquin College. The session focused on several studies 
at the PRF including the new Adaptive Silviculture for Climate Change research, the on-going Biomass 
Project, and the extensive work to study, test and operationalize LiDAR technology for use in forest 
management planning. Presenters included Ben Gwilliam, Murray Woods, Margaret Penner, Liz Cobb, 
Mike Hoepting and Jeff Fera. Many thanks to our hard-working CIF staff Natasha Machado and Jen 
Dickman for all of their time and effort to make the event so successful! 
 

   
From left to right: Liz Cobb, Margaret Penner and Murray Woods present together at the Forest Science 
at Work session. Over 60 people were in attendance. 
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Upcoming Events 
 
Our 65th Annual International Night will Focus on Forestry in Finland 
 
Although we just had our 64th International Night this past fall at Shaw Woods, we are getting things 
back on track with the more usual late winter-early spring scheduling of this long-standing Section 
tradition. Two students from Finland, currently taking courses at Nipissing University, Oskari Pulkkinen  
and Katri Lakso, (and who also participated in the UofT MFC Tour), will be making the presentation. We 
will be announcing the date, time, venue and of course details of the delicious Finnish cuisine that will 
be offered, soon. Please watch for the promotional poster! 
 

 
          From left to right: Finnish students Katri and Oskari with Tim Bryson during the UofT Field Camp. 
 
 
Living Memorial Tree Plants Planned for Mid-May 
 
Stay-tuned for information and dates for this year’s Living Memorial Tree Plants, anticipated to take 
place at two or three separate sites over several days in mid-May. We have over 30,000 trees allocated 
to our Section this year, and our usual partners including the Friends of the PRF, Algonquin College, 
Nipissing Forest Resource Management and the Algonquin Forestry Authority, all sound ready, willing, 
and able to help-out. The Memorial Tree Plants are a special way for us to help families pay tribute to 
loved ones they have lost this past year, and for our Section to raise funds to continue to do so much 
good to promote forest education and knowledge exchange. 
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A Special Thanks to all of our UofT Winter Field Camp Supporters and Sponsors! 
 

 
 
The Howler will be published periodically (a few times a year) by the Algonquin Section Council of the 
Canadian Institute of Forestry, in an effort to let members know what we are, and have been up to… If 
you have any cool ideas for events or activities for our Section to undertake, please contact: 
 
John Pineau 
John.pineau@ontariowoodlot.com 
705-358-4261 

mailto:John.pineau@ontariowoodlot.com

