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Canadian Institute of Forestry Presents James M. Kitz Award to Fraser Smith of 
Peterborough, Ontario 
  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
(Version française disponible) 
 
Mattawa, ON – Wednesday, September 14, 2022 – The Canadian Institute of 
Forestry/Institut forestier du Canada (CIF-IFC) is pleased to announce Fraser Smith of 
Peterborough, ON and CIF-IFC Southern Ontario Section as the 2022 recipient of the 
James M. Kitz Award. The Award was presented at the 2022 CIF-IFC Annual National 
Awards Ceremony on September 12, 2022 at the Delta Hotels by Marriott Sault Ste. 
Marie Waterfront in Sault Ste. Marie, ON. 
 
This Award is named after James M. Kitz, who was a member of the Institute and the 
Alberta Registered Professional Foresters Association. Jim made several outstanding 
contributions to forestry early in his career, but suffered a sudden and untimely death at 
age 36.  
 
“This Award recognizes the contributions made by Jim, both professionally and 
personally,” noted Mark Pearson, Executive Director, CIF-IFC, “it is awarded to those 
who exemplify Jim’s approach to all aspects of life while making an outstanding 
contribution to forestry early in their career.”  
 
Fraser is a keen collaborator and mentor, committed to supporting others by sharing his 
knowledge of local level sustainable forest management for the betterment of our natural 
environment. A professional with a fundamental focus on awareness and education, he 
keeps friends and colleagues informed with the most up-to-date information and best 
practices, ensuring that activities are being implemented appropriately and effectively 
across the landscape. He remains humble in his pursuits to provide a full-service, 
diverse forest health portfolio providing extensive consultation and thoughtful 
management practices. In just five short years he has become a go-to contact to small 
woodlot owners, neighbours, Conservation Authorities, First Nations, municipalities, and 
provincial and federal government agencies. 
 
Formed in 1908, the CIF-IFC is the national voice of forest practitioners and many others 
with an interest in forestry and forests. The Institute strives to provide national 
leadership, promote competence, and foster public awareness of Canadian and 
international forestry/forest issues. To learn more about the CIF-IFC National Awards 
Program, visit: cif-ifc.org/what-we-do/national-awards  
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MEDIA CONTACT:   Jen Dickman 

Communications Manager 
Canadian Institute of Forestry / Institut forestier du Canada 
jdickman@cif-ifc.org   
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