
Canadian Institute of Forestry – Maritime Section Board Positions  

Nominations Received. 

FOR Director - Ed Czerwinski, RPF 

Ed Czerwinski is currently the Technical Team Lead at University of New Brunswick 

as part of the Faculty of Forestry and Environmental Management.  He is also the 

Executive Director of the Association of Registered Professional Foresters of New 

Brunswick. Ed has been the interim Chair/Director of the CF Maritime section for a 

few years and would be honoured to continue in this role for another year. 

Ed started in forestry as a Forest Insect and Disease Survey Ranger for the Canadian 

Forest Service from 1981-1998, then proceeded to be a Forest Health Technical 

Specialist and Conservation Officer for the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources.  

He is a graduate of Sault College Forest Technician Diploma program and later 

obtained a BSc in Forestry from UNB. 

FOR Chair - Anne LeBrun Ruff, RPF, PMP 

Anne LeBrun Ruff is a Registered Professional Forester in New Brunswick who 

graduated from the Université de Moncton, New Brunswick in 1998, receiving her 

Bachelor of Science - Forestry degree. Anne is currently employed as the Strategic 

Partnership Lead for Atlantic with FPInnovations where she leads and secures 

new opportunities with regional players, regional federal development agencies 

and existing and potential members. Anne also delivers the FPInnovations 

Indigenous Forest Program in the Atlantic.  Anne has been a member of CIF since 

2001 where she quickly joined the Maritime section Board. She was the President of the Canadian 

Institute of Forestry 2009-2010 and remained involved in the local section. Anne is also active with the 

New Brunswick Association of Registered Professional Foresters where she served as President in 2020 

and is currently the President of the Fredericton Kiwanis Club. 

FOR Communication and Events Specialist - Storm Robinson 

Storm holds a Master of Science in Forestry, University of New Brunswick (ongoing), Bachelor of Science 

in Forestry, University of New Brunswick, and diplomas in GIS Cartographic 

Specialist and Forestry Technician from Fleming College. She worked on projects 

in the National Tree Seed Centre (volunteer) - working with germination testing 

and cryopreservation practices and with Haliburton Forest and Wildlife Reserve 

highlighting their Maple-Beech single tree selection efforts. Her thesis is using 

frost hardiness testing and tree-ring data to explore a potential growth-frost 

hardiness tradeoff in red spruce from different climates. Currently employed by 

the Northern Hardwoods Research Institute, her responsibilities as a Research 

and Development Forester include leading research projects, communicating 

with stakeholders, planning events such as the Northern Hardwoods 

Conference. Her current projects involve developing best management practices 

for sugar maple under a changing climate, and the artificial regeneration of maple. She currently sits on 

the board of the Canadian Institute of Forestry – Maritime Chapter as Communications and Events 



Specialist and would like the honour to continue in this role. She also has over ten years of wedding and 

event planning experience that serve her well in this role. Finally, in her young career, Storm has been a 

member of either the Southern Ontario chapter and Maritimes chapter of CIF for over six years and won 

the Gold Medal Award through the CIF. She has been to two CIF national conferences and is a strong 

advocate for the organization. 

FOR Treasurer – Susan Willis, RPF 

Susan Willis is a Research and Development Forester with Northern Hardwoods Research Institute and 

an owner of a logging company with her husband. She holds a BSc. Forestry from 

Lakehead University (2012) and is currently completing a MSc Forestry at 

University of New Brunswick (Dec 2022). She has been acting as the interim 

Treasurer for the CIF Maritimes Section since January 2022 and previously served 

as the Treasurer of the Forestry and Environmental Management Graduate 

Student Association (2020-2022). Susan has played an active role in the 

reinvigoration of the Maritime Section and would be proud to support the 

Section’s continued growth through the next year and the celebration of the 

Greater Fredericton Area as the Forest Capital of Canada. 

 

FOR Councillor at Large Nova Scotia – Leif Helmer 

Leif works for the Nova Scotia Community College, as the Director for the new 

Centre of Forest Innovation. His responsibilities include liaison with industry and 

community partners for new program development, training, and equity work for 

forest sector. He joined in NSCC in 2010 and worked as Faculty to develop and 

deliver the Natural Resources Environmental Technology program until 2020. Prior 

to joining NSCC he worked for a decade with the Nova Scotia Department of 

Environment where he led the Parks & Protected Areas Program for the western 

region of the province.  

This involved working with industries and communities to create and manage new wilderness parks and 

nature reserves for forest conservation. His focus was establishing the management plan for Tobeatic 

Wilderness Area. Work to assess and secure 30 properties with high ecological value from Bowater-

Mersey in 2006 was recognized with the Minister’s Award of Excellence. He was a founding member of 

the Southwest Nova Biosphere Reserve, and part of the inaugural team to establish Mersey Tobeatic 

Research Institute where he serves as Chair (2019-2023). 

FOR Councillor at Large New Brunswick (1 of 3) – Jamie Farrell 

James (Jamie) first became a member of the CIF in 2008 and joined the CIF 

Maritimes Executive in early 2022. He would be honoured to continue promoting 

and representing the interests of forestry and forestry professionals throughout the 

Maritimes. Jamie has worked for NRCan-Canadian Forest Service for over 25 years in 

a broad range of research areas including pest management, silviculture, and 

enhanced forest inventory. Jamie graduated from the Forestry Program at Algonquin 

College in 1991. He continued his undergraduate studies at Saint Thomas University 



and the University of New Brunswick. As a lifelong learner, he also recently completed his Master’s 

Degree in Forestry from UNB. Jamie has a special interest in forest history and forestry education. He 

believes that learning from our past and planning for our future through education are key to the 

sustainable management of our forests for generations to come. Jamie lives in Woodstock with his wife 

Tonya, daughter Sophie, son Samuel and pup Rosie. 

FOR Councillor at Large New Brunswick (2 of 3)   - Stephen Wyatt 

Stephen Wyatt is an Assistant Professor for Social forestry and Forest policy at 

the Faculty of Forestry, Université de Moncton in Canada.  Australian in origin, 

he also holds Doctoral and Masters degrees from Université Laval (Québec, 

Canada) and a Bachelors degree in Forestry Science from the Australian 

National University. His research work focus on issues of First Nations’ roles in 

forestry, public participation, and the management of private forestlands. Prior 

to joining the Université de Moncton, Professor Wyatt spent 12 years as a 

professional forester and manager with government and non-government 

organisations in New South Wales, the South Pacific and Canada. 

Stephen Wyatt est professeur adjoint en Foresterie sociale et politique forestière à la Faculté de 

foresterie, Université de Moncton, campus d’Edmundston (Nouveau-Brunswick). Originaire de 

l’Australie, il a obtenu son Doctorat et sa Maîtrise à l’Université Laval et un Baccalauréat en sciences 

forestières de l’Australian National University. Ses travaux de recherche explorent les enjeux du rôle des 

Premières Nations en foresterie, la participation du public et la gestion des boisés privés dans l’est du 

Canada. Avant de se joindre à l’Université de Moncton, le professeur Wyatt a passé 12 ans à titre de 

forestier professionnel et gestionnaire avec des organismes gouvernementaux et non gouvernementaux 

en Australie, l’Océanie et le Canada. 

FOR Councillor at Large New Brunswick (3 of 3)   - Melissa Spearing 

Melissa is currently employed as a seed biologist at the National Tree Seed 
Centre in Fredericton, while working part-time towards a Master of Forest 
Science degree at the University of New Brunswick. Her research will focus on 
the role of drought on tree seed masting cycles and germination traits. 
Melissa’s work experience from Southern Ontario includes training tree seed 
collectors, wood coring for CFS research projects, nursery production and 
clonal seed orchard management and propagation for Species at Risk recovery 
programs. She has training from the Millennium Seed Bank in England, and a 

diploma from the Niagara Parks School of Horticulture. She is currently a Director with the Canadian 
Forest Genetics Association, Editor of the CFGA Tree Seed Working Group News Bulletin, and a student 
member of the Canadian Institute of Forestry Maritimes Section.  


