
The Model Forest approach was pioneered by the Government 
of Canada in the 1990s, and today the network is known as 
the International Model Forest Network (IMFN). The IMFN 
consists of four Model Forests in Canada, and multiple Model 
Forests internationally. Model Forests are living laboratories 
where sustainable forest management technologies and ideas 
are researched, developed, applied and studied. Model Forests 
take on a holistic approach to managing forests through 
ecological, social, and economical perspectives. Activities and 
projects undertaken by Model Forests are collaboratively 
contributing to a sustainable future. 

LOCATION: 
Kemptville, ON

FOREST REGION: 
Great Lakes-St. Lawrence

AREA (HA):  
1,534,115

YEAR JOINED:  
1992

Eastern Ontario Model Forest

LANDSCAPE: 

• Model Forest is comprised of 34% woodlands 
(remaining land area is comprised of farms,  
suburbs, and wetlands)

• Land administered by the Mohawk Council of 
Akwesasne, a founding member of the Eastern 
Ontario Model Forest, comprise part of the forest 

• Mixed forest: 36% coniferous, 64% deciduous
• Dominant tree types: sugar maple, beech,  

red maple, yellow birch, basswood, white ash, 
largetooth aspen, red and bur oak

• Most trees are less than 80 years old

STRATEGIC GOALS: 

• Work with communities and other stakeholders to 
develop and advance forest-based opportunities

• Work with communities to support research and 
innovation in the forest industry

• Develop and share knowledge, resources, practices, 
etc. on sustainable forest management in Canada  
and internationally 

eomf.on.ca

LOCATION: 
Prince Albert, SK

cif-ifc.org

FOREST REGION: 
Boreal

AREA (HA):  
4,382,417

YEAR JOINED:  
1992

Prince Albert Model Forest

LANDSCAPE: 

• Portions of the Prince Albert National Park, Crown 
land, the Pasquia-Porcupine Forest Management 
Agreement area, and several Indigenous communities 
and reserve lands (including; the community of 
Waskesiu, the Resort Village of Candle Lake, the 
reserve lands of Peter Ballantyne Cree Nation, the 
reserve lands and community of Montreal Lake Cree 
Nation, the reserve lands of Lac La Ronge Indian Band)

• Dominant tree types: black spruce, white spruce,  
paper birch, jack pine, trembling aspen, alder, 
mountain ash, and balsam fir

• Other plant species: low bush cranberry, wild 
blueberry, pin cherry, saskatoon berry, sarsaparilla, 
prickly rose, wood rose, wood lily (prairie lily), grey and 
yellow reindeer lichen, bearberry, raspberry, willow, etc.

STR ATEGIC GOALS: 

• Capacity building and governance models to create 
new opportunities in communities

• Provide research, tools, and models to promote 
sustainability

• Promote new resource-based opportunities for 
communities through industry partners and 
stakeholders

• Collaborate with International Model Forests for 
knowledge sharing

pamodelforest.ca

LOCATION: 
Southeastern region, NB

FOREST REGION: 
Acadian

AREA (HA):  
7,290,800

YEAR JOINED:  
1992

Fundy Model Forest

LANDSCAPE: 

• Mixed forest - hardwoods and conifers
• 30 different species of trees, 45 species of mammals, 

and 110 species of birds
• Model Forest is comprised of forests and farms along 

Kennebecasis River and smaller rivers and streams, 
Bay of Fundy, and rolling hills around Sussex

• Located on the traditional territory of the Wolastoqiyik 
(Maliseet) and Mi’kmaq Peoples

STRATEGIC GOALS: 

• Create resilient rural communities through:
		  - Research and monitoring
		  - Knowledge mobilization
		  - Community capacity building
 

fundymodelforest.net

LOCATION: 
Cornerbrook, NL

FOREST REGION: 
Boreal

AREA (HA):

923,000
YEAR JOINED:  
1992

Model Forest of Newfoundland & Labrador

LANDSCAPE: 

• Model Forest comprised of 42% productive  
forestland, 24% softwood scrub, 21% rocks,  
barrens, and bogs

• Dominant tree types: balsam fir, black spruce,  
white spruce, white birch, and trembling aspen

STRATEGIC GOALS: 

• Planning and support - use ecological, social, and 
economic values to develop sustainable forest 
management systems and tools 

• Knowledge transfer and communication of results  
and knowledge between various partners, 
stakeholders, and the public

• Increased outreach and public engagement with 
communities and youth

imfn.net/regional-networks/newfoundland-and-labrador-model-forest 
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Benefits of Model Forests:
• Partnership and Resource Development
• Science and Best Practices
• Communication, Public Awareness,  

and Knowledge Transfer
• Networking Capacity Building

This publication has been produced with financial support from the Government of Canada’s Global Forest Leadership Program and through the International Model Forest Network (IMFN) Secretariat’s IMFN Governance initiative which supports efforts to advance international forest leadership.

https://imfn.net/
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