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THE VALUE OF

WORKING FORESTS

ACROSS CANADA

Topic: A working forest can be defined as “a forest
where the sustainable production of timber is
balanced with other consumptive and non-
consumptive uses while contributing to the non-
quantifiable benefits received by society.”' Balancing
the benefits of a working forest, and what it brings to
rural economies and livelihoods, with environmental
and social considerations and pressures, is the
challenge of sustainability.

Background: Canada’s forests have been a source of
forest products for over 200 years, exported to all
parts of the world” Much of today’s infrastructure
(towns, roads, bridges, and water improvements) was
established to facilitate forestry operations. Today,
that infrastructure supports tourism, recreation,
transportation, essential commerce, and emergency
access (i.e., wildfire suppression). The investments in
community infrastructure, salaries, and taxes
generated from working forests contribute to
maintaining the essential infrastructure of rural areas.”*

From those early days of few restrictions on
harvesting, to today, we have seen massive changes in
forest regulation and controls of forestry practices.
Both provincial and federal governments strictly
regulate Canada’s forests and the non-timber values
that rely on them including, for example, water,
wildlife and wildlife habitat, and carbon.’ Canada'’s
citizens, lobby groups, and global customers of forest
products are also increasingly active in steering the
direction of forest management in the working
forests. On the global stage, Canada is signatory to
the Kunming-Montréal Global Biodiversity Framework
and has committed to protection of 30% of lands and
waters by 2030.” Canada also signed on to the Paris
Agreement in 2016 committing to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions to 30% of 2005 levels by 2030 This was
followed in 2022 by further commitment to 40-45%
reductions.’ These important policy commitments and
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subsequent changes in practice will inevitably result
in reductions and/or restrictions to the active area of
the working forest.”

Current Status: The last few decades have seen
substantial and growing losses in forest trees to pests
(i.e., mountain pine beetle, emerald ash borer)'°and
wildfire across the country. In addition, for all regions
of Canada there is an increase in the area of forests
protected from consumptive uses, and increasing
regulatory changes to commercial forest operations
to better promote and protect a growing suite of
ecosystem values. These pressures reduce the area in
the country available for working forests, increasing
the impact on rural and regional economies,
communities and working families, including
Indigenous peoples across rural Canada."
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Foresters working in the forest (British Columbia).

Key considerations: Canada’s rural economies are
overwhelmingly reliant on natural resources and
agriculture to provide reasonable incomes and
sustainable communities. Natural Resources Canada
states that there are approximately 300 forest-reliant
communities across Canada'” with the industry
supporting many jobs in manufacturing,
transportation, and management. Increasingly,




Canada’s Indigenous peoples are joining the forest
economy bringing much needed employment and
revenue to their communities.” Unlike energy and
mining, forestry works with a renewable resource,
where responsible management and a predictable
policy and investment environment can allow
generations of trees and families to grow and thrive in
perpetuity."

As defined by the Government of British Columbia,
“tenure is the mechanism by which companies gain
access to Crown land with the intended goal being
access to fibre (timber).”"> Working forests usually
have tenure agreements with large and sometimes
smaller forest products companies who are
responsible for forest management (often tenure
agreements are overlapping, including sharing
arrangements for various species and tree sizes).
Tenure agreements include longer term fibre supply
commitments from the provinces, with fees paid to
the provinces for wood harvested on public land.

In working forests, the areas harvested must be
satisfactorily regenerated to meet provincial
regulations. The resulting mosaic of new and middle-
aged forests and reserve areas across the landscape
provides a diversity of habitat for wildlife. The
structural diversity of forests of different ages also
reduces the fuel loads in the event of wildfire.

Increasing the area of protected land across the
country inevitably requires decreasing the area of
land available for forest tenure. There are
consequences though when public forests are
withdrawn from the working forest. They will grow
and provide habitat suitable for some species but will
also be subject to natural events (i.e., pest
infestations, windthrow, droughts, etc.) that results in
the accumulation of forest fuels (standing and
downed woody debris), which inevitably increases the
risks of wildfire and associated environmental, safety
and health impacts.

From a carbon management perspective, the mosaic
of working forests across the country can convert
stored carbon into long-lived forest products (i.e.,
timbers, lumber, panels, and engineered products).
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Once harvested, managers then replace the older
forests with young forests that rapidly sequester
carbon. Furthermore, solid wood products have a
lower carbon footprint than either concrete or steel
manufactured using fossil fuels. As such, wood is well-
suited for building in a low carbon economy.'®

A working forest (Hinton, Alberta).

Options: Canada’s vast forest landscape of
approximately 362 million hectares' needs a mosaic
of forests with different ages and characteristics that
can meet a variety of national, regional, and local
needs. Like most countries, Canada should strive to
maintain proportions of land with different
management objectives to satisfy all interests,
including ensuring working forest land is available for
responsible harvesting of forests, thereby maintaining
opportunities for local residents and communities to
derive a sustainable living from the forest. Managers
and investors need to have assurances of how much
land is available for timber management.
Models/approaches that can be implemented to help
contribute to sustainable management and efficient
utilization of forests include:

* Innovative Tenure Models: The benefits of new
novel models of working forests that focus on
local communities and local Indigenous Peoples
are that they can welcome new players, provide
creative approaches to re-investing revenue, and
provide incentives to becoming more innovative.
In some cases, land use challenges can be sorted
out more locally (as opposed to relying on the
legislature), and there is a clear motivation for
organizations to make decisions that ensure local
sustainability.




® Triad Approach: This approach is currently being
used in Nova Scotia and Quebec and divides the
forested landscape into three zones governed by
different levels of forest activity. This includes
“protection forest” areas with no logging (parks
and protected areas), “production forest” areas
that focus on high yield timber production, and
“ecological matrix” area that feature ecologically-

driven forest management.”® In this approach, it is
important to note that “each zone is indispensable

and of equal importance.”"
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Tapping a maple tree (Acer) for syrup
(Ontario).

The Canadian Institute of Forestry / Institut forestier du Canada (CIF-IFC) is the
national voice of forest practitioners, dedicated to providing national leadership in forestry

and forest stewardship, promoting competency among forest practitioners, and fostering
public awareness and education of Canadian and international forest and forestry issues.

Utilizing the triad approach could strengthen existing
forest management, while increasing certainty about
the unmanaged component of forest landscapes.

Conclusions: The working forest is a critical part of
Canada’s national economy and identity, benefiting
many rural, remote, and Indigenous communities.
The working forest faces a number of challenges
including natural threats (i.e., invasive species,
wildfires, and flooding) and the impact of society’s
changing values (i.e., international commitments
related to biodiversity and carbon). Through the use
of effective forest management models/approaches,
Canada can continue to include working forests
across its forest landscapes, and provide a multitude
of environmental, social, and economic benefits.

Learn more about how we
advocate for forests and forestry!
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