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Mattawa, ON — Thursday, April 18, 2024 — The Canadian Institute of Forestry / Institut forestier
du Canada (CIF-IFC) welcomes the federal government’s strong support for Canada’s forest
sector in the budget, Fairness for every generation, that was released on April 16, 2024.

“Canada has a rich forest history and forests provide many cultural, societal, environmental, and
economic benefits across Canada,” mentioned Mark Pearson, CIF-IFC Executive Director. “We
are confident that our strong, diverse, and inclusive forest sector will continue to not only
strengthen our economy but continue to enrich our everyday lives.”

Forestry-related highlights from the budget include $16 billion for home construction, with $50
million dedicated to funding innovative building techniques such as prefabricated and modular
housing, along with mass-timber construction. In particular, the Institute is pleased that $150
million has been designated to strengthen Canada’s skilled workforce as well as supporting
foreign credential recognition.

“With the budget’s focus on housing, there will be a growing need for skilled foresters to meet
labour demands,” noted Pearson. “This strong support from the federal government will help to
ensure Canada’s world-class forest practitioners have the skills and knowledge required to
address affordable housing needs while protecting our environment.”

“The CIF-IFC has a long-standing history of programs, partnerships, initiatives, and national
representation, which has led to a strong track record of successful projects and program
delivery,” stated Pearson.

The investments outlined in the 2024 budget reaffirm the government’s confidence that forestry
will be integral to further developing the green and low-carbon economy. However, there are still
many myths and misconceptions about Canada’s forest sector in existence.

“As the voice of forest practitioners, we are committed to setting the record straight on Canada’s
role as a global leader in sustainable forest management,” noted Pearson. “We regularly publish
pieces that both advocate for sustainable forestry, while dispelling myths about Canadian forestry
practices.”

Dedicated to inspiring both the current and next generation of forest practitioners, the CIF-IFC
serves as a forum for knowledge exchange and competency training, as well as outreach and

education programs including webinars, forestry tours, teaching kits, and more. The Institute is
also pleased to welcome and unite new forestry graduates through its Silver Ring Program.

Committed to creating a diverse and inclusive work force that provides the foundation for a
thriving forest sector and healthy communities, the CIF-IFC is making transformational change
through Free to Grow in Forestry (FTG). A landmark initiative co-led by the CIF-IFC and the
Centre for Social Intelligence, FTG is devoted to advancing equity, diversity, and inclusion in the
forest sector.
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Furthermore, the CIF-IFC is proud to be leading National Forest Week, taking place from
September 22-28, 2024 under the theme, “Two-Eyed Seeing: Welcoming all knowledge to

sustain our forests”. Two-eyed seeing is a powerful perspective braiding Traditional Knowledge
with Western Science.

“As an organization with a strong network, connections, and organizational capacity, we welcome
the opportunity to utilize our expertise and services to help achieve the directions and goals
presented in the federal budget,” mentioned Pearson.

Formed in 1908, the CIF-IFC (cif-ifc.org) is the national voice of forest practitioners and many
others with an interest in forestry and forests. The Institute strives to provide national leadership,

promote competence, and foster public awareness of Canadian and international forestry/forest
issues.
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