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Canadian Institute of Forestry Announces 2024 National Award Recipients in 
Recognition of Outstanding and Unique Accomplishments to Forestry in Canada  
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
(Version française disponible)  
 
Mattawa, ON – Wednesday, September 18, 2024 – The Canadian Institute of 
Forestry/Institut forestier du Canada (CIF-IFC) is pleased to announce the 2024 CIF-IFC 
National Award recipients. 
 
“Each year, the CIF-IFC presents a number of Awards in recognition of outstanding and 
unique accomplishments to forestry in Canada,” mentioned Mark Pearson, CIF-IFC 
Executive Director. “Recipients have earned distinction through demonstration of 
exceptional achievements in the field of forestry.” 
 
The Awards were presented at the 2024 CIF-IFC Annual National Awards Ceremony 
and Banquet on September 16, 2024 at the Sheraton Hotel Newfoundland in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland & Labrador (NL).  
 
The Institute would like to extend our congratulations to all the award recipients for 
2024—your remarkable achievements truly deserve to be celebrated! 
 
Please find the CIF-IFC 2024 National Award recipients listed and linked below: 

1. Canadian Forestry Achievement Award – Dr. Christopher W. Gaston 
2. Canadian Forestry Scientific Achievement Award – Dr. Suzanne W. Simard, RPF 
3. Canadian Forest Management Group Achievement Award – Forest 

Enhancement Society of BC 
4. Presidential Award – Edward A. Morrice, RPF (ret) – CIF-IFC Cariboo Section 
5. James M. Kitz Award – Sionaid Eggett – CIF-IFC Algonquin Section 
6. Schlich Memorial Prize – Samuel Stuckless 
7. Gender Diversity and Inclusion Award – Kelly L. Cooper 
8. Gender Diversity and Inclusion Group Achievement Award – Women in Wood 
9. International Forestry Achievement Award – Dr. Agni Klintuni Boedhihartono 
10. Volunteer Award – Candace Parsons, RPF (Ret. LM) – CIF-IFC Vancouver-

South Coast Section; Beverly Wilson – CIF-IFC Rocky Mountain Section; Storm 
Robinson – CIF-IFC Maritimes Section 

11. Section of the Year – CIF-IFC Rocky Mountain Section 
12. Golden Year Club – Arden Whidden - CIF-IFC Maritimes Section; Ernest 

Heidersdorf - CIF-IFC Orleans Section; Mark Ryans - CIF-IFC Orleans Section; 
Murray Summers - CIF-IFC Rocky Mountain Section 

13. Tree of Life Award – William Morris Clarke - CIF-IFC Newfoundland and 
Labrador; Gerry Burch - CIF-IFC Vancouver-South Coast; Dr. Gordon Weetman - 
CIF-IFC Vancouver-South Coast; Albert Hovingh - CIF-IFC Southern Ontario; 
Caroline Mach - CIF-IFC Southern Ontario 

14. Canadian Institute of Forestry Award of Excellence – Natasha Machado, Director 
of Programs and Initiatives, CIF-IFC; Sharon Yang, Forest Science Program 
Coordinator, CIF-IFC 
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Formed in 1908, the CIF-IFC is the national voice of forest practitioners and many others 
with an interest in forestry and forests. The Institute strives to provide national 
leadership, promote competence, and foster public awareness of Canadian and 
international forestry/forest issues.  
 
To learn more about the CIF-IFC National Awards Program, visit: cif-ifc.org/national-
awards 
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MEDIA CONTACT: 
Rachel Brown 
Communications Manager 
Canadian Institute of Forestry 
rbrown@cif-ifc.org  
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