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The Howler 
News-Bites and Photos for Members of the Algonquin Section  

Of the Canadian Institute of Forestry 
Issue #10 — December 14th, 2024 

 
This Fall has been busy and productive for our Section, and we have much to present and celebrate in 
this, the 10th issue of The Howler! Thanks to everyone who has helped out and participated in what we 
have going on! And we will not be resting on our laurels either… There is much planned for this winter 
and into the spring! We hope you enjoy this issue of our e-newsletter! Merry Christmas to all of our 
members and their families, and a Safe and Happy New Year!  
 
 
CIF Algonquin Section Chair Sionaid Eggett Receives James M. Kitz Award 
 
Congratulations to our Section Chair Sionaid Eggett, recipient of the 2024 Canadian Institute of Forestry-
Institut forestier du Canada James M. Kitz Award! Sionaid was presented with the award on September 
16th at the gala banquet during the Institute's annual conference, which took place in St. John's 
Newfoundland, in CIF Newfoundland-Labrador Section. 
 

The James M. Kitz Award recognizes individuals who 
make significant, unique, and outstanding 
contributions in the field of forestry early in their 
career. It is named for James M Kitz, a member of the 
Institute and an Alberta professional forester who 
met a sudden and untimely death at 36 years of age. 
Jim established a reputation early in his career for 
numerous contributions to the field of forestry. This 
award honours those contributions and the man by 
recognizing individuals who exemplify his lifestyle. 
 
All of us are very proud of Sionaid and her many 
accomplishments! She is most deserving of this 
recognition by her forestry peers! Sionaid currently is 
employed as Field Operations Coordinator with the 
Ontario Woodlot Association (OWA).  
 
Here is a link to a more detailed article about Sionaid, 
the award, and her accomplishments, on the 
Algonquin College website: New Algonquin College 
Forestry Graduate Already Leaving Her Mark on 
Industry - Pembroke Campus 

Sionaid Eggett with the James M. Kitz Award. 

https://www.algonquincollege.com/pembroke/2024/10/21/new-algonquin-college-forestry-graduate-already-leaving-her-mark-on-industr/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1aDgrEex_1QHzwASnZBShNUnrGbfJpflgqssIak1v0MCU9ZE_OaXabLb8_aem_x00Ai7AhcH2wvlSXWYn9dA
https://www.algonquincollege.com/pembroke/2024/10/21/new-algonquin-college-forestry-graduate-already-leaving-her-mark-on-industr/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1aDgrEex_1QHzwASnZBShNUnrGbfJpflgqssIak1v0MCU9ZE_OaXabLb8_aem_x00Ai7AhcH2wvlSXWYn9dA
https://www.algonquincollege.com/pembroke/2024/10/21/new-algonquin-college-forestry-graduate-already-leaving-her-mark-on-industr/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1aDgrEex_1QHzwASnZBShNUnrGbfJpflgqssIak1v0MCU9ZE_OaXabLb8_aem_x00Ai7AhcH2wvlSXWYn9dA
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Annual Pizza Lunch for Algonquin Forestry Technician Students at Shaw Woods 
 

On October 9th, our 
Section continued its 
long-standing tradition of 
welcoming the new 
cohort of Algonquin 
College Forestry 
Technician Students with 
a pizza lunch.  
 
It was an excellent 
event! Section Director 
Brittany Mackenzie and 
Chair Sionaid Eggett, 
along with many local 
members of the CIF and 
the OWA were in 
attendance. Sionaid 
made a presentation on 
the value of being a CIF 
member.  

 
 

 
The pizza was superb as 
always. Many thanks to 
Milano Pizza Petawawa 
for the usual stellar job! 
The students expressed 
much appreciation for 
the event and the 
outreach, not to 
mention the delicious 
pizza! 
 
 
 

 
petawawa.milanopizzeria.ca  

 
 
 
 

Hungry Algonquin College Forestry Technician Students enjoying some pizza! 
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His Precious! Pete Arbour Gets His Long Awaited Silver Ring! 
 

October 9th was indeed a 
special day for longtime CIF 
member and Algonquin 
Forestry Technician Program 
Coordinator and Professor 
Peter Arbour. More than 20 
years after he graduated from 
the Fleming College Forestry 
Technician Program, Peter 
finally received his silver ring 
from the Canadian Institute of 
Forestry. He had not been able 
to attend the ceremony at that 
time, and unfortunately never 
received his CIF silver ring as a 
result.  
 
 

CIF Algonquin Section Director Brittanny MacKenzie with Pete Arbour 
and his just presented CIF Silver Ring. 
 
The setting on October 9th was perfect. Pete was not aware that two of his graduates, who are now part 
of the CIF Algonquin Section Council, Sionaid Eggett and Brittany Mackenzie, collaborated with fellow 
Algonquin faculty member, John Pineau, also a long time member of the CIF, to surprise him with an 
impromptu ring ceremony in front of his new group of students at the Shaw Woods Education Centre, 
during the CIF Algonquin Section’s Annual Pizza Lunch for the students. 
 
Congratulations Peter! You have waited a long time for your precious silver… and it is well deserved! 
 
 
International Night – German Gastronomic Greatness! 
 
Our 68th annual International Night, German Gastronomic Greatness, took place at the Canadian 
Ecology Centre on Tuesday, December 10th. It was very interesting and a lot of fun! The German cuisine 
cooked-up by Rachelle Draper and her staff was delicious, and the presentations were also top-notch!  
 
To start the formal part of the evening, Fred Pinto provided an informative presentation on Forests 
Without Borders - Forêts sans Frontières and the current projects the charity is supporting around the 
world.  
 
Our keynote speaker, Axel Eich, who is an Intern with the Ontario Woodlot Association, delivered an 
excellent presentation on forests and forestry in Germany. Axel is visiting Canada for nine weeks. He is a 
third-year student at the University of Forestry in Rottenburg am Neckar, in Germany. 
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Axel Eich, a third-year forestry student from Germany, presents at the  
CIF Algonquin Section’s 68th annual International Night. 
 

 
Dr. Peter Nosko (right) and students from Nipissing University engaged in  
discussion at International Night. 
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Upcoming Events 
 
The annual University of Toronto Masters of Forest Conservation Winter Field Camp will happen from 
February 20th to 23rd, 2025, based at the Canadian Ecology Centre. Coordinated by our Section for many 
years now, it will be another wonderful event, and an important opportunity to showcase worldclass 
forest management and forest research in our part of the province. We will also look to hosting a second 
International Night sometime in March or early April. Stay tuned for all the details!  
 

The Howler will be published periodically (a few times a year) by the Algonquin Section Council of the 
Canadian Institute of Forestry, in an effort to let members know what we are, and have been up to… If 
you have any cool ideas for events or activities for our Section to undertake, please contact: 
 
John Pineau 
John.pineau@ontariowoodlot.com 
705-358-4261 
 
 
Some Final Photos 
 

 
CEC Caterer Rachelle Draper (left) and staff dishing out German delectables at International Night 
including schnitzel, sausage, potato pancakes, sauerkraut, and vegetables. Yum!!!! 
 

mailto:John.pineau@ontariowoodlot.com
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A delicious looking German repast! 
 

 
Current CIF Vice President Dean Assinewe (left) with former CIF Presidents Fred Pinto (centre)  
and Al Stinson (right). CIF Algonquin Section has produced its share of dedicated volunteers! 
Photo taken during our 68th International Night. 


