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The Northeasterner
Spring Knowledge Exchange 

Water and Forest Stewardship, a 
natural connection 

Thursday March 27, Sault College  
6:00-6:45pm social with  appetizers 
served - Odeno Pub 
7:00-8:30pm presentations and 
discussion - M1030 Theatre 
-videoconferencing available 
-free parking in M Lot 

Event is free of charge, confirm your 
attendance by e-mail:  
bob.elliott2@outlook.com 

If you wish to join via videoconference 
please advise Bob when you respond 
to confirm attendance 

Invited speaker 

 
Joanie McGuffin, Executive 
Director, Lake Superior Watershed 
Conservancy 

“The part we each play in our family, 
community and professional lives to 
strengthen our connections between 
each other and with Nature has never 
been more important and has never 
been more urgent”  Joanie McGuffin  

Event is open to the community, 
please share this notice with 
friends and colleagues 

Plantations - potential places to NEOS to grow  

Replacement of the sign at the CIF 75th Anniversary Plantation on 
SSMRCA (Conservation Authority, CA) land under the lead of Fraser 
Dunn and Frank Kennedy has generated discussion about increased 
member involvement.   

Fraser reports on hands-on activities planned for the Sault Ste. Marie 
site in collaboration with the CA including a spring clean-up day, 
interpretive signs, construction of benches, and an event marking the 
30th Anniversary of Algoma Envirothon.   

Fraser and Frank will ask members to bring energy and ideas to plans 
for the site.  “We believe the plantation could offer members hands-on 
opportunities of lasting benefit to the community,” said Fraser.  
“Perhaps efforts will lead to more expanded forestry awareness 
programs across the Sault Ste Marie region.” 

Meanwhile, in the northern reaches of NEOS, Rob Galloway reports on 
a plantation sign on the route into Ice Chest Lake, a site close to 
Timmins popular with outdoor enthusiasts.  (see https://
www.anglersatlas.com/place/159552/ice-chest-lake)  

“Beth Litchfield brought this to our attention,” says Rob.  “The sign is in 
good shape but in need of brush clearing.”  Rob is seeking interested 
participants for a spring brushing, photo-op and social time.  Another 
great way to bring members together to promote good forestry! 

Algoma Envirothon participants 
learning forest measurements at 
Anniversary Plantation, October 
2024. 

Gerard Lavoie 
(SSMRCA) with NEOS 
members Dan 
Puddister and Frank 
Kennedy  planning 
interpretive signage 
for the Anniversary 
Plantation, March 
2025. 

(photo G. Smith)
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NEOS Annual Meeting

Tuesday  April 29 supper at 5:30  
AGM and speaker (tbc) to follow 
Feeding Your Soul Café 
96 White Oak Dr. East 
Sault Ste. Marie 
Option for virtual connection via 
MSTeams; $20 per person, RSVP 
required, details to follow 

Plantation spring cleaning

Looking for hands to help improve sites 
for stewardship, public awareness, 
community outreach and education 

Anniversary Plantation, Hiawatha 
Highlands, Sault Ste. Marie.  
Saturday April 26  
Contact: Fraser Dunn, fmdunn@bell.net 

Ice Chest Lake plantation, near 
Timmins, date to be confirmed 
Rob Galloway   galloway@fibreop.ca 

Millennial Forest 25th

June 5, 11am - 2pm, at the forest 
planted at Roberta Bondar Building in 
year 2000, continuing at Bondar Park 
under the tent.  Presented by CIF-
NEOS in partnership with OMNR and 
Forest History Ontario (FHO). 

Contact: frank.kennedy@sympatico.ca  

NEOS Council

Nominations open for councillors, for 
liaison with CIF Head Office and for 
section communications.  And looking 
for a section representative to National 
CIF-IFC Board.  
Contact: Wendy LeClair 
woodsie7T8@gmail.com

Interest and passion at Fall Knowledge Exchange 

The NEOS Knowledge Exchange November 21, 2024 attracted 24 
participants, six joining the Sault College theatre via 
videoconference.   Ngaire Roubal, Section councillor and a college 
faculty member, planned and orchestrated the session.  On her 
behalf Section Councillor Tara Pettit opened the evening with its 
theme “Forests and Beyond.”  She then introduced the invited 
speakers who expanded on initiatives to grow the future forest. 

Rob Keen, Canadian Tree Nursery Association, spoke about the 
association’s seedling program in support of large-scale 
reforestation and afforestation initiatives. 

Mike Brienesse, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, followed with 
a presentation on Ontario’s incremental planting program, and it’s 
importance to future forest resilience. 

Canadian Forest Service researchers Dan McKenny and John Pedlar 
provided results and trends that showed the increasing role of 
climate in forest management practices 

“The forestry community is small, so these events are great for info 
sharing and for getting to know forestry people better,” said Ngaire.   
She added that the sense of community extends to students. “For 
the seven college students in attendance the event gave a taste of 
the forestry world.”  

Forests for the future - 
plantations of black and white 
spruce near Timmins, Ontario.  

photos: M. Hoepting, Natural 
Resources Canada
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