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The Northeasterner

Forty-year plantation yields opportunity 

In 1983, CIF-IFC and Sault Ste. Marie Region Conservation 
Authority (SSMRCA) partnered to plant a stand of red pine, 
marking the  Institute’s 75th Anniversary.   

On June 27th 2024, representatives of the two organizations 
returned to talk about possibilities for the site as a focus for 
outdoor learning, a place for connecting with community groups, 
and for demonstrations of stand improvement.   

Pictured above, the people gathered to mark the installation of a 
new sign, supported by original plantation partners and a new 
partner, Forest History Ontario (FHO).  The plantation is located on 
Landslide Rd, on SSMRCA land across from Kinsmen Park. 

Thanks to the team of Fraser Dunn, Frank Kennedy, Bill Thornton, 
and Rich Greenwood, section members who took the initiative and 
provided the labour for the installation. 

“The new sign and this gathering are small steps, incremental 
opportunities to advance the conversation and make progress 
together,” said Fraser Dunn, also representing FHO, speaking to 

Strategic conversation 

Following a constructive discussion 
of NEOS budget and program 
priorities at the May AGM, a small 
group of members met to draft 
elements of a strategic direction 
for the Section.  In October the 
group, led by Fraser Dunn, will 
open a conversation to develop 
strategic priorities for a strong 
section that attracts and engages 
members. 

Special Members’ Meeting  
October 15th 6-9 pm 

Supper at 6 pm followed by 
discussion of Anniversary 
Plantation and strategic plan for 
NEOS.  Bring your ideas for a 
vibrant CIF-IFC community that 
offers value to membership.   

https://www.cif-ifc.org/events/neo-
section-special-members-meeting/  

(Attached - notice with RSVP ) 

Activity plan 2024-2025 

Current planning calls for the 
October Special Members’ 
Meeting, networking/knowledge 
exchange sessions in November 
and February, and the AGM in May.  
And looking for a coordinator to 
gather northern members in 
Timmins, to encourage activity 
across the section.    
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Pictured above in the shade of the 
pines  (left to right):  Richard 
Macnaughton, long-serving member 
and former president of CIF-IFC who 
helped plant the Anniversary red 
pine in 1983; Corinne Barrett, 
General Manager, SSMRCA; Fraser 
Dunn, NEOS member also 
representing FHO, and Frank 
Kennedy, NEOS member and leader 
of June’s walk through the woods. 

Envirothon is calling

The 30th Anniversary season of 
Algoma Envirothon plans a kick- 
off at the 75th Anniversary 
plantation on Landslide Rd.  A 
planned Forestry & Soils Activity 
Day will attract some 50 
secondary students and 
teachers.  Looking for four 
resource people to volunteer 
experience in forestry or soils.  
The day will run 10am to 2 pm, 
tentatively October 3.  Interested 
in meaningful interaction with 
youth, to inspire enthusiasm and 
hope?  Contact Guy Smith at 
guy@guysmith.ca 

the opportunity for renewed partnership and new community 
connections. 

During a walk through the stand Frank Kennedy sparked discussion 
by asking “how might this sign event be a springboard to more 
activities together?  What lessons from the past may be learned 
here and how could they help manage challenges ahead?”  

Among ideas are plot establishment, tree marking, thinning, 
adopting the site, adding benches, and more.   

As hoped, the walk in the woods on a sunny day in June opened a 
conversation, one that will continue, with a NEOS Member Meeting 
set for October 15th. 

NEOS Council

Bob Elliott  (Chair) 
Fraser Dunn 
Rob Galloway 
Wendy LeClair  (Secretary) 
Richard Macnaughton 
Neil McLean 
Tara Pettit 
Geordie Robere-McGugan 
Ngaire Roubal 
Guy Smith (Treasurer) 

Your feedback and ideas are welcome!  
Reply to Bob Elliott at   bob.elliott2@outlook.com

See the article promoting the site visit:   

https://www.saultthisweek.com/news/local-
news/forty-year-plantation-sign-leads-to-
renewed-partnership
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