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Canadian Institute of Forestry Announces 2025 National Award Recipients in 
Recognition of Outstanding and Unique Accomplishments to Forestry in Canada 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Mattawa, ON – Thursday, October 9, 2025 – The Canadian Institute of Forestry/Institut 
forestier du Canada (CIF-IFC) is pleased to announce the 2025 CIF-IFC National 
Award recipients. 

“Each year, the CIF-IFC presents a number of Awards in recognition of outstanding and 
unique accomplishments to forestry in Canada,” mentioned Curtis Cook, CIF-IFC 
Executive Director. “Recipients have earned distinction through demonstration of 
exceptional achievements in the field of forestry.” 

The Awards were presented at the 2025 CIF-IFC Annual National Awards Ceremony 
and Banquet on October 6, 2025 at the Delta Hotels by Marriott in Thunder Bay, Ontario. 

The Institute would like to extend our congratulations to all the award recipients for 
2025—your remarkable achievements truly deserve to be celebrated!  

Please find the CIF-IFC 2025 National Award recipients listed and linked below: 

1. Canadian Forestry Achievement Award – Kenneth Elliott
2. Canadian Forestry Scientific Achievement Award – Dr. David Martell
3. Canadian Forest Management Group Achievement Award – University of

British Columbia Research Forests
4. Presidential Award – Malcolm (Mac) Squires – CIF-IFC Northwestern Ontario

Section
5. Schlich Memorial Prize – Veronica Pacholczak & Charity Chapman-Gonyou
6. Gender Diversity and Inclusion Award – Tracey Courser
7. J. Michael Waldram Memorial Model Forest Fellowship – Curtis Martin
8. Forest Capital of Canada – City of London
9. International Forestry Achievement Award – Dr. Jeffrey Sayer
10. Golden Year Club – Arthur Groot
11. Volunteer Recognition Award – Loni Pierce, Vancouver-South Coast Section;

Stirling Angus, Vancouver-South Coast Section; Don Pigott, Vancouver Island
Section

12. Canadian Institute of Forestry Award of Excellence – Kerry Spencer, Office &
Finance Manager; Rachel Brown, Communications Manager; Stephanie
Robinson, Fundraising & Membership Coordinator; Tanisha Rajput, Forest
Education Coordinator; Sharon Yang, Forest Science Program Coordinator;
Madison VanCamp, Project & Office Coordinator

13. Tree of Life Award – Julie Ringash, Manitoba Section; Dr. Stan Boutin, Rocky
Mountain Section; Harvey Burnstick, Rocky Mountain Section; Ken Farr, Ottawa
Valley Section

14. Member Silver Ring – Leif Helmer
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15. Section of the Year – Northwestern Ontario 

About the Canadian Institute of Forestry/Institut forestier du Canada  

Formed in 1908, the CIF-IFC is the national voice of forest practitioners and many others 
with an interest in forestry and forests. The Institute strives to provide national 
leadership, promote competence, and foster public awareness of Canadian and 
international forestry/forest issues.  
 
To learn more about the CIF-IFC National Awards Program, visit: cif-ifc.org/national-
awards. 
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MEDIA CONTACT: 

Rachel Brown  
Communications Manager  
Canadian Institute of Forestry/Institut forestier du Canada  
rbrown@cif-ifc.org 
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