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Dean Assinewe Appointed as President of the  
Canadian Institute of Forestry Board of Directors 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

Mattawa, ON – Thursday, November 13, 2025 – The Canadian Institute of 
Forestry/Institut forestier du Canada (CIF-IFC) is pleased to announce the 
appointment of Dean Assinewe as the President of its Board of Directors. A long-
time Registered Professional Forester and advisor, consultant, instructor and 
mentor in the forestry sector, Mr. Assinewe is a proud Ojibwe of the Sagamok 
Anishnawbek and the Robinson Huron Territory. His role leading the Board was 
confirmed at the CIF-IFC’s 2025 National Conference and 117th AGM in Thunder 
Bay, Ontario in October 2025. 

Mr. Assinewe is serving his third year on the CIF-IFC’s Board of Directors and is 
a member of the Institute’s Algonquin section. “If you work in Canada’s forest 
industry you would recognize that the CIF-IFC is widely respected for its role as 
being the longest standing voice for forest practitioners from coast to coast,” 
states Mr. Assinewe.  “Whether it’s The Forestry Chronicle, knowledge exchange 
programs, forest advocacy, e-lectures, silver ring ceremonies and my personal 
favourite, annual conferences, the CIF-IFC has so much to offer forestry 
professionals at any stage of their career from student to active professional, and 
even into retirement.”   

In addition to contributing his extensive forestry sector knowledge and 
experience to support CIF-IFC’s vision and mission at the governance level, Mr. 
Assinewe provides leadership in the development of the Institute’s Indigenous 
Relations Policy and strengthening its outreach to Indigenous foresters, forestry 
companies, and communities providing stewardship over forested territory.  

“As an Indigenous (Ojibwe) person, I am committed to fostering the exchange of 
knowledge and strengthening relationships between those in the forest sector, 
and the Indigenous Peoples who live and care for the forest. In my new 
leadership role, I will advance the goals of the CIF-IFC while promoting greater 
inclusion of Indigenous Peoples, culture, and values.” 
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About the Canadian Institute of Forestry/Institut forestier du Canada  

Formed in 1908, the CIF-IFC is the national voice of forest practitioners and 
many others with an interest in forestry and forests. The Institute strives to 
provide national leadership, promote competence, and foster public awareness 
of Canadian and international forestry/forest issues.  
 
To learn more about the CIF-IFC, visit: cif-ifc.org. 
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MEDIA CONTACT: 

Rachel Brown  
Communications Manager  
Canadian Institute of Forestry/Institut forestier du Canada  
rbrown@cif-ifc.org 
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