
Section Highlights 2025 

Guy with Joanie McGuffin, 
invited presenter to Winter 
Knowledge Exchange March 27.

Joanie is a founding member of 
Lake Superior Watershed 
Conservancy. She spoke of the 
connections among people, 
watersheds, and the world’s 
greatest body of freshwater.

“We’re all connected,” she said of 
human communities. “There are 
no lines on water,” she added, in 
reference to jurisdictions situated 
around Lake Superior.

Guy Smith with Dr. Melanie 
Wheatley, presenting  a CIF 
water bottle in appreciation for 
her talk at Section AGM April 27.

“I have the coolest job, in the 
world” said Melanie Wheatley, 
Forest Fire Scientist with OMNR, 
in opening her presentation on 
the role of science and 
technology in supporting 
decisions at operational and 
strategic levels.

A lively discussion period 
followed her talk, with members 
relating their experiences with fire 
management planning and 
operations.  

Anniversary plantation … next page

Knowledge Exchange 
delivering value to members  

Millennium Forest Celebration 
promoting a community forest

The Section was instrumental in staging the 25th 
Anniversary celebration of the Millennium Forest on 
the grounds of Ontario’s Roberta Bondar Building in 
Sault Ste. Marie, June 5, 2025.

CIF-IFC Director Megan Smith welcomed the 
assembled, recognizing the forest as part of the 
community’s urban forest ecosystem, and 
expressing a shared interest in renewing such 
initiatives in the city. Some of the Section members at the 

commemorative plaque unveiled on June 5th 
L to R:  Megan Smith (Director), Fraser Dunn 
(Councillor), Greg Pawson, Bob Elliott (Chair), 
Guy Smith (Treasurer), Bill Thornton.

Satisfied at a job well done, the latest addition to the 
forest.  L to R: Peter Henry, OMNR Director, Crown 
Forest and Lands Policy Branch, Fraser Dunn, 
Section Councillor and representative of Forest 
History Ontario, and Bob Elliott, Section Chair 

Forests Without Borders (FwB)
Canadian foresters reaching out internationally 

Pictured: FwB Trustee Jerry Benner with local colleagues at 
Kibale National Park reforestation project, Uganda.

Section councillor Wendy Leclair is passionate about the registered 
Canadian charity FwB for its community of like-minded foresters who 
direct funding  internationally to  improve the lives of people and the 
environment. “The benefits of locally-led projects are transformative 
for economic and social well-being, and for wildlife and biodiversity. 
The results are exciting to see,” she says. Wendy, a member of the 
FwB Caucus, helps tell its success stories and promotes fundraising 
action such as the Institute’s Silent Auction. 



Frank Kennedy and Fraser Dunn at “Welcome to Anniversary Plantation” 
sign, one of five interpretive signs installed in September 2025. Frank led the 
development of sign content with a team of Section members and partners, 
and he further managed the production of the signs and supporting structures.  
Fraser assisted in sign installation, and he organized the Spring Plantation 
Cleanup day and participated with Frank and other volunteers in the site 
preparation for the Algoma Envirothon 30th Celebration.

Frank applies his woodsman’s skills 
to clearing dead Scots pine

“Today we benefit from the initiative of CIF members who first 
established this plantation and who now bring this site to a new 
role in outdoor education. A role to encourage connections 
among forest practitioners and with the community of people 
and organizations committed to healthy forests.”

Bob Elliott, Section Chair, welcoming guests, students and 
educators to Algoma Envirothon 30th Anniversary Celebration, 
October 3, 2025.

Bob was joined by Corrina Barrett, General Manager of Sault 
Ste. Marie Region Conservation Authority, partner in the event 
and a partner in the 1983 planting operation on conservation 
authority land.

Site before (L) and after (R) cleanup 
operations, a welcoming place for Algoma 
Envirothon’s 30th Anniversary. 

Anniversary Plantation Stewardship
Advancing the Section’s strategic objective of building community 

One of ten teams of Envirothoners take a break for a 
photo op at Forest Ecology sign.  

Fifty secondary school students participated in the 
Algoma Envirothon Fall Activity with their teachers 
and administrators. They were joined by 
representatives of ten partner organizations in 
marking the 30th Anniversary, including all levels of 
government and key natural resources and 
environmental NGOs.

The Section received favourable coverage in 
SooToday.com and Sault This Week.

A BIG thanks to partner Clean North for 
making the fall site preparation possible 
with the provision of a chipper, truck and 
fuel, and services of chipper and 
chainsaw operator Bill Cole.  
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