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NEOS Members benefit from Knowledge Exchange

In a recent survey, members gave knowledge exchange top marks as reason for being part
of the Section. This year the Section has delivered value to members with speakers on the
topics of watershed conservation and fire management technology.

At the spring Knowledge Exchange evening held at Sault College on March 27th, guest
speaker Joanie McGuffin spoke to “water in all its forms flowing according to the seasons,”
and highlighted connections between Lake Superior and the forests comprising its vast
watershed.

McGuffin is a founding member of the Lake Superior Watershed Conservancy. The
organization envisions a future that supports healthy wild places, thriving people and vibrant
communities around Lake Superior.

“We’re all connected,” she said of human communities. “There are no lines on water,” she
added, in reference to jurisdictions situated around the greatest fresh waterbody on the
planet.

Her talk was animated by inspiring photography and personal accounts of time spent in
parks and reserves around the lake. She spoke to the continued need for collaboration on
land stewardship to assure long-term connection of healthy communities to land and water.

Members benefitted from another knowledge exchange opportunity with Melanie Wheatley,
OMNR Wildland Fire Research Scientist, who presented on the role of technology in
combination with experience for fire season preparedness.

Dr. Wheatley was special guest at the Section’s Annual Meeting on April 27th. She
described herself having “the coolest job in the world,” as few research scientists are
imbedded in operational forest fire agencies.

“I get to go into the operations incident management centre, watch decisions being made.
Then | get to go on the fires with operations to see how decisions get put into action on the
ground.”

Her work as a scientist supports risk analysis, forecasting and prediction, response systems
analytics (forecasting resource requirements for suppression on multiple scales), all of
which narrow uncertainty and build preparedness.

Her presentation, followed by a lively discussion period, centred on science support at
tactical and strategic levels. She explained the “massive business case” of long-term
decisions and their significant economic and public safety implications.

Regardless of what the 2025 season brings, Melanie’s work contributes to decisions that
play out not just over years, but over decades.



