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Member Initiative Builds Community

The Northeastern Ontario Section is making progress on in its strategic objective of
building community through stewardship of Sault Ste. Marie’s Anniversary Plantation,
the red pine stand is so named for its planting in 1983 to mark the 75th Anniversary of
CIF-IFC.

“Today we benefit from the initiative of CIF members who first established this
plantation and who now bring this site to a new role in outdoor education,” said Section
Chair Bob Elliott. “A role to encourage connections among forest practitioners and with
the community of people and organizations committed to healthy forests.”

Elliott was speaking October 3, 2025 at a public celebration to mark the 30th
Anniversary of Algoma Envirothon, an environmental education program for high school
youth. The Section hosted the event in partnership with landowner Sault Ste. Marie
Region Conservation Authority, also a partner in the 1983 planting project.

Fifty Algoma secondary
school students with their
teachers and administrators,
together with ten partner
organizations including all
levels of government and key
natural resources and
environmental NGOs
participated to mark the
occasion.

The 42-year-old plantation is
easily accessed within city
limits, providing features

- suited to the Envirothon
outdoor learning approach.

Photo of Frank Kennedy and Fraser Dunn at “Welcome to Anniversary

Plantation” sign, one of five interpretive signs installed in September Teams of five students moved
2025. Frank led the development of sign content with a team of Section  through soils and forest
members and partners, and he further managed the production of the Iearning stations the moming
signs and supporting structures. Fraser assisted Frank in sign .

installation, and he organized the Spring Plantation Cleanup day and of the celebration under
patrticipated with Frank and other volunteers in the site preparation for guidance of natural resource
the Algoma Envirothon 30th Celebration event. volunteers, several Section

members among them.
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Elliott acknowledged the initiative of members
Frank Kennedy and Fraser Dunn who led efforts
over the past three years to renew stewardship of
the site, most recently managing the development
and installation of interpretive signs throughout the
stand.

“This stand is transformed from a site in need of
care and cleaning into an accessible and
enjoyable place for appreciating forest values.

The addition of interpretive signs offers an outdoor
learning experience, and it's perfect for reaching
high school students and teachers,” said Guy
Smith, NEOS member and Chair of Algoma
Envirothon.

He added that Frank and Fraser led work parties
of Section members in the spring and fall of this
year to clear the site fallen and broken trees,

Photo of Section member Margaret Carruthers
) (orange vest) taking a group of guests through
mostly Scots pine damaged by heavy snow that the Envirothon Forestry Station. The Algoma

had established from nearby stands. Leading up Envirothon 30th Celebration involved 50

. . . students and teachers and some thirty guests
to the community celebration, Section members representing partner organizations and

worked with volunteers from local partner Clean interested members of the local community.
North, which provided a chipper and crew to help
prepare the site for the October 3rd event.



