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Members gathered at Aurora’s Restaurant February 17, 2026 

Section of old cedar fence to 
be replaced this season at 
Anniversary Plantation 

Member participation boosts Section planning and action 
 
Over the past year members have come together to develop Northeastern Ontario Section’s 
strategy.  More importantly, they’ve worked together to make plans and implement tangible 
actions to deliver on the strategy. 
 

The Section brought members together to 
solidify the coming year’s work plan, first 
last November at the Sault Ste. Marie 
Public Library and more recently on 
February 17th at Aurora’s Westside 
Restaurant.   
 
The Aurora’s gathering combined social 
time with input on coming actions, building 
enthusiasm and garnering energy for 
member participation.  Discussion centered 
on recent Section accomplishments that       
demonstrate community mindedness  
and stronger connections with partners  
such as the Conservation Authority,  

        Clean North, and the Envirothon youth  
        program. 

 
The year 2025 saw the Section lead the restoration of the Anniversary Plantation within City of 
Sault Ste. Marie limits including the installation of five interpretive signs and a substantial clean-
up of the site. Work was completed in cooperation with landowner Sault Ste. Marie Conservation 
Authority and local environmental group Clean North.  Content for interpretive signage drew upon 
scientific expertise of Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and alumni of Natural Resources 
Canada. 
 
The coming year calls for replacement of a cedar rail fence along the 
Landslide Road frontage of the plantation and a cedar guardrail around 
the soil pit used for interpretive site visits including the Algoma 
Envirothon Fall Activity Day.  Additional interpretive signage is in the 
works and another Spring Cleanup is scheduled to bring members and 
partners back to the site. 
 
To further deliver on the Section strategy a Winter Knowledge 
Exchange is set for March 3 at Sault College with a focus on 
Indigenous-led conservation corridors.  Then the Annual General 
Meeting on May 5, with plans for a guest speaker  
on non-timber forest products. 
 
“In bringing members together we’re injecting ideas and energy,  
making plans concrete and creating opportunities for increased  
member participation.  Not to mention the value in just getting together socially,” commented 
Section Treasurer Guy Smith.  He thanked fellow Council member Fraser Dunn for his initiative in 
development of the work plan and in leading discussion at the Library and Aurora’s gatherings. 
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