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As usualthere was plenty going on during fall 2025 and the never-ending winter 2026, and it is time that
we reminisce and take stock of our Section’s recent activities and happenings. We have continued with
the wonderful tradition of delivering several tried-and-true annual outreach events, which are both
educationaland funfor all involved. What makes these events so completely successful is the significant
number of our members that pitch in, sharing their time, knowledge, and experience with up-and-
coming forest professionals. CIF Algonquin Section has a lot to be proud of... we make it a priority to
engage with students from both college and university forestry programs, introducing themto a
welcoming and supportive community.

Annual Algonquin College Pizza Lunch

Our Section's Annual
Pizza Lunch for the
Algonquin College
Waterfront Campus
Forestry Technician
Students took place
on October 31°t,
2025, at Shaw Woods
near Eganville. The
students met some
key CIF members
including our Section
Chair Sionaid Eggett,
National President
Dean Assinewe, as
well as Petawawa
Research Forest
Director Katalijn
MacAfee. Friends of
the Petawawa
Research Forest
Algonquin College Forestry Technician Students enjoying pizza at Shaw Woods.
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Board Chair and CIF member Robin Cunningham was also present. Thanks to all who worked to make
this event a complete success, especially Peter Arbour, Coordinator of the Forestry Program at the
College and longtime Section member. The cold and rainy weather did not dampen our spirits!

CIF National President Dean Assinewe speaks to the students about the value of CIF membership.

UofT MFC Annual Winter Field Camp... A 30 Year Tradition for Algonquin Section

By Fred Pinto and John Pineau

Thirty years on, the annual University of Toronto (UofT) Master of Forest Conservation (MFC) Winter Field
Camp still honours its original purpose: bringing students into the forest to learn from the land, forest
professionals, and the connected communities. The 30t anniversary camp ran from February 19t to 22" this
year and was based at the Mattawa Adventure Camp, in CIF Algonquin Section.

First stop on the 2026 UofT MFC Winter Field Camp was at Tim Bryson Forestry in Sundridge.
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This long-running winter field camp, now a staple experiential learning event for students from the UofT and
other universities and colleges, began in response to the major forestry protests that took place south of
Temagami in 1996. The demonstrations, centred on forestry operations in white pine forests around Owain
Lake, drew national attention and were the subject of a two-hour Nature of Things special by David Suzuki
entitled The Great Boreal Forest.

At the time, concerns about forestry practices led to an invitation for local North Bay foresters to speakin
Toronto. Instead of presenting there, North Bay foresters advised people to visit the site and see the
operations firsthand. Students from the inaugural Master of Forest Conservation class at the University of
Toronto travelled to North Bay. With backing from the Canadian Institute of Forestry (CIF) and Nipissing
University, a bus was later chartered to transport students and staff from both universities to the area where
logging and protests had taken place.

On site, participants were met by environmental advocates, Lake Temagamiresidents, the logging contractor,
and professional foresters from North Bay and Pembroke. The exchange gave students the opportunity to
observe forestry operations firsthand, see ecological principles applied in local forestry practices, and
understand forestry issues from multiple perspectives.

Following the visit, students voiced strong support for the experience, highlighting the importance of seeing
forest management practices firsthand rather than relying on narratives shaped by celebrities, advocacy
groups, or media coverage. Their feedback resulted in a commitment to repeat the event the following year.
Since 1996, the winter field camp has been held annually, organised entirely by volunteers.

g
""

Ric Hansel of Nipissing Forest Resource Management presents during breakfast at Mattawa Adventure

Camp (left). A visit to Tom Clouthier’s active operations followed by a log scaling exercise with the MNR
made for a busy morning.

The 2026 Winter Field Camp included the usual tours of active harvesting operations in both the Nipissing
and Ottawa Valley forests, visits to several mills, a wood scaling exercise, a full day at the Petawawa Research
Forest, as well as visits to a private woodlot and a maple syrup operation and sugarbush. Additional activities
included a tour of Samuel de Champlain Provincial Park to see firsthand the storm damage from the summer
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of 2025 and the restoration efforts now well-underway, and an evening dinner and facilitated discussion with
local registered professional foresters.

Snowshoes were a necessity for most of the day at the Petawawa Research Forest on the Saturday of
the Winter Field Camp. Many students were trying them for the first time.

Saturday evening during the Camp included a dinner meet and greet with local members of the Ontario
Professional Foresters Association. The final morning of the camp (Sunday) started with a visit to Green
Legacy Farm, the woodlot of Dean Assinewe and Lynn Moreau.
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The final stop of the Camp, on the way back to Toronto, took place at Sugarstone Farm, where the students
got try logging sports, and learned all about producing maple syrup with Andy and Shelley Straughan.

<

A group photo of the UofT Master of Forest Conservation Students at Sugarstone Farm.
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“With help and support from many forestry organizations and volunteers, we have kept the wonderful
tradition of the annual UofT winter field camp going strong,” said Sionaid Eggett, Director of CIF Algonquin
Section. “During the four-day event, the students visited many sites where they saw best forest management
practices being employed, as well as the science and research that informs and supports that work. They also
met and talked with dedicated and passionate people who work within the forest sector across our region.”

Thanks to our many Sponsors and Supporters!
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CIF Algonquin Section Annual General Meeting

Our Section’s Annual General Meeting (virtual by Zoom) was held on Monday, March 2", 2026. The
following members comprise our 2026 Council:

Director: Sionaid Eggett

Chair: Lauren Quist

Treasurer: Murray Woods

Secretary: Margaret Penner

Events/Communications: John Pineau

Algonquin College Student Rep: Elgin Hamilton

Councillors: Al Stinson, Tyler Lucas, Peter Arbour, Allison Winmill, Sherry Kippers, Frank Knappen, Glen
Prevost.

Upcoming Events

We are planning several events for the Spring and early Summer including the Living Memorial Tree
Plant with multiple partners, and our annual International Night. Please stay-tuned for announcements
and all the details in the coming weeks!

The Howler will be published periodically (a few times a year) by the Algonquin Section Council of the
Canadian Institute of Forestry, in an effort to let members know what we are, and have been up to... If
you have any cool ideas for events or activities for our Section to undertake, please contact:

John Pineau
John.pineau@ontariowoodlot.com
705-358-4261

Some Final Photos from the 2026 UofT Camp

N

Scaling exercise with the MNR (left) in the Nipissing Forest and a visit with Forests Canada, Parks Ontario,
and the Canadian Ecology Centre to restoration work at Samuel de Champlain Provincial Park.
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