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It has been about five months since our last newsletter, and our Section, as usual, has been very busy, 
with an array of events and activities. So much so that this issue of The Howler is one of the largest we 
have produced in terms of content, for some time. From restoration tree planting to our successful 70th 
Annual International Night… From our Silver Ring Ceremony for Algonquin College to the Section’s 10th 
Annual Golf Tournament, there has been something going on pretty much during every month of the 
spring and summer of 2026! Thanks to everyone who helped out and participated! We have had a lot of 
fun and learned much more than a thing or two… 
 
 

Restoration Tree Plant at Samuel de Champlain Provincial Park 
 

Despite some cold, rainy 
weather, it was a couple 
of great days of tree 
planting at Samuel de 
Champlain Provincial 
Park on May 5th and 13th.  
 
A very dedicated group 
of planters, most of 
whom were volunteer 
students from the 
Forestry Technician 
Program at Algonquin 
College Waterfront 
Campus, planted almost 
8,000 white and black 
spruce seedlings.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Pete Arbour demonstrates tree-planting technique. 
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This planting was part of 
ongoing efforts to restore 
the park's forest after 
thousands of trees were 
destroyed during a 
downburst in early 
summer 2025. It was also 
part of the Institute’s Trees 
of Celebration Program 
and achieved the 
Algonquin Section’s 
commitment to planting 
8,000 living memorial trees 
this year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Special thanks to Forests 
Canada, Ontario Parks, 
the Friends of the 
Petawawa Research 
Forest, CIF Algonquin 
Section, Algonquin 
College, and the Ontario 
Woodlot Association. 
Thanks also to Section 
and Council Member Pete 
Arbour and the 
contingent of Forestry 
Technician Student 
Planters from his Program 
at Algonquin College, and 
to the CIF Algonquin 
Section members who 
helped out! 
 
 
 
 

 

Volunteer Tree Planters at Samuel de Champlain Provincial Park. 

A Tree Planter hard at work... 
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Good things happen, like 
this vital forest restoration, 
by working together so 
effectively! 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Click here for a video about the Tree Plant: https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1cDz6CeJfo/. 

A newly planted seedling. 

Group photo of our volunteer Tree Planters. 

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1cDz6CeJfo/
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Zesty New ZealandΧ Our 70th Annual International Night 
 
Our Section's 70th Annual International Night... Zesty New Zealand was an excellent event in every 
respect!  

Jamila Milne, a Forester from 
New Zealand on an exchange 
program with the Ontario 
Woodlot Association, and 
Section and Council Member 
Lauren Quist, who often visits 
family in New Zealand, gave a 
wonderful and fascinating tag-
team presentation. Jamila and 
Lauren covered forests and 
forestry in New Zealand in a 
very comprehensive way, also 
speaking to the similarities and 
differences with Canada. They 
also touched on cultural 
differences between our 
countries. 
 
 
 
The New Zealand-themed 
dinner provided by Maven 
Catering (based in Deep River) 
was authentic and delicious! 
Over 30 people attended the 
event, which was held outside 
in the picnic shelter at Shaw 
Woods near Eganville. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jamila Milne presents at International Night. 

Lauren Quist presents at International Night. 
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If you have an idea or 
suggestion for our 71st 
International Night in 
2027, please contact 
John at the coordinates 
below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section Members Mentor Algonquin Students as part of their Forest 
Management Planning Course 

 
The saying is "it takes a village"... And that is 
exactly what we had this term for the Forest 
Management Planning Course in Algonquin 
College’s Forestry Technician Program. 
 
The students were mentored by a wonderful 
group of forest professionals and practitioners, 
several of whom are members of our Section, 
and who readily shared their knowledge and 
experience... 
 
 
Jordan Hill, currently the Indigenous 
Partnerships and Programs Coordinator at the 
Invasive Species Centre, and a recent graduate 
of the Algonquin College Forestry Technician 
Program. 

Enjoying a delicious New Zealand-themed dinner at Shaw Woods. 

Jordan Hill. 
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Section and Council Member Glen Prevost, a 
Registered Professional Forester and the 
current Executive Director of the Ontario 
Woodlot Association and Ontario Model 
Forests. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section and Council Member Lauren Quist, a 
retired Registered Professional Forester living 
in Deep River, who spent her career working 
in the Boreal Forest near Hearst. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Glen Prevost 

Lauren Quist 
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Section Member Aidan Holland, a 
Registered Professional Forester and the 
current Silviculture Supervisor with the 
Algonquin Forestry Authority. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Northeastern Ontario Section Member 
Dr. Wayne Bell, a Research Scientist 
working with the Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources, specializing in forest 
ecology and silviculture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aidan Holland. 

Dr. Wayne Bell. 
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Jamila Milne, a New Zealand 
Forester working on a three-month 
professional exchange to Canada 
with the Ontario Woodlot 
Association and the Canadian 
Institute of Forestry. 
 
 
Together, this group added depth 
and practicality to the Forest 
Management Planning course, 
often recounting real-world 
scenarios to what can sometimes be 
a dry subject. Thanks to all of our 
members and to everyone else who 
helped to mentor the students! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
CIF Silver Ring Ceremony for Algonquin College 
 

CIF Algonquin Section was well 
represented at our Silver Ring 
Ceremony for the 2026 Algonquin 
College Forestry Technician class 
yesterday, with most wearing 
multiple hats through affiliations 
with the OWA, the Friends of the 
PRF, and the College itself… 
 
Our National President, Dean 
Assinewe, attended and gave an 
inspiring keynote address. Dean is a 
member of the Algonquin Section, 
so he did not have to travel too far.  
 
 
 

 CIF President Dean Assinewe. 
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Other members who spoke or 
attended included Tony and Ann 
Bull, Liz Cunningham, Jeff Leavey 
and John Pineau. Pete Arbour did 
his usual masterful job as MC of 
the ceremony.  
 
Matthew Neadow, Acting 
Academic Chair of the Business, 
Technology and Outdoor Training 
Department at the College, also 
addressed the 150+ audience of 
students, family and friends.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Class Rep and CIF Gold Medal 
recipient Elgin Hamilton 
concluded the slate of speakers 
with a thoughtful summary of the 
year and the program… and a 
deep and powerful original poem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was a special ceremony for a special group… both formal and fun. Sincere congratulations to this 
year’s Silver Ring and Award recipients! All the best for your future endeavours… 
 

Tony Bull. 

Pete Arbour. 
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             CIF Silver Ring Recipients - Algonquin College, 2026. 

 

CIF Gold Medal Recipient for Algonquin College 
 
Congratulations to Elgin Hamilton, recipient of the 2026 CIF Gold Medal for Algonquin College!  

 

 
Elgin Hamilton. 
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The CIF Algonquin Section is grateful to the sponsors and supporters of the Silver Ring 

Ceremony for Algonquin College. Your generosity covered the cost of all rings, and some 

delicious snacks and refreshments. 
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Our 10th Annual Not theΧ Dog Days of Summer Golf Tournament 
 

Our Section’s 10th Annual Golf 
Tournament was held on 
Wednesday, August 26th at 
the Mattawa Golf and Ski 
Club. Seven teams (28 golfers) 
participated in the fun and 
forestry talk-filled event! The 
winning team was Mary’s 
Mess and Mayhem with a 
score of 71. The most honest 
team prize went to Gavin’s 
Devils with a score of 94. But 
it doesn’t really matter, 
because everyone gets great 
prizes! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks to all who 
participated, and to Mike, 
Brenda, and the staff at 
Mattawa Golf and Ski Club for 
an excellent dinner! Thanks 
also to everyone who donated 
prizes for the prize table – it 
was an impressive offering 
again this year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gavin's Devils. 

Mary's Mess and Mayhem receive the tournament trophy from Section 
Director Sionaid Eggett and President Dean Assinewe. Mary had to 
ƭŜŀǾŜ ŜŀǊƭȅΧ 
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Our Impressive Prize Table. 

 

 
Some Post-Round Camaraderie. 
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Upcoming Events 
 
We are planning several events for the Fall and early Winter. Please stay tuned for announcements and 
all the details in the coming weeks! 
 

The Howler will be published periodically (a few times a year) by the Algonquin Section Council of the 

Canadian Institute of Forestry to let members know what we are and have been up to… If you have any 
cool ideas for events or activities for our Section to undertake, please contact: 
 
John Pineau 
John.pineau@ontariowoodlot.com 
705-358-4261 
 
 
 

Some Final Photos from the Past Few Months 
 

 
Section and Council Member Glen Prevost (left) with Ian Mirault (grandson of member John Pineau). 

mailto:John.pineau@ontariowoodlot.com
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Section and Council Member Lauren Quist. 
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Gavin's Devils in action... 
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The Almost Decrepids Golf Team! 
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CIF Silver Ring Ceremony for Algonquin College, 2026. 


