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Canadian Institute of Forestry Announces 2026 National Award 
Recipients in Recognition of Outstanding and Unique 

Accomplishments to Forestry in Canada 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Edmonton, Alberta – September 29, 2026 - The Canadian Institute of Forestry/Institut 
forestier du Canada (CIF-IFC) is pleased to announce the 2026 CIF-IFC National Award 
recipients. 
 
Each year, the CIF-IFC presents a number of Awards in recognition of outstanding and 
unique accomplishments to forestry in Canada. Recipients have earned distinction 
through demonstration of exceptional achievements in the field of forestry. 
 
The Awards were presented at the 2026 CIF-IFC Annual National Awards Ceremony 
and Banquet on September 28, 2026 at the Edmonton Convention Centre in Edmonton, 
Alberta. 
 
The Institute would like to extend our congratulations to all the award recipients for 
2026—your remarkable achievements truly deserve to be celebrated!  
 
Please find the CIF-IFC 2026 National Award recipients listed and linked below: 
 

1. Canadian Forestry Achievement Award – Bruce Mayer 
2. Canadian Forestry Scientific Achievement Award – Dr. Tongli Wang 
3. Schlich Memorial Prize – Arianna Dunham & Abhiraj Singh 
4. Gender Diversity and Inclusion Award – Vanessa Nhan 
5. J. Michael Waldram Memorial Model Forest Fellowship – Rochelle Smith 
6. Forest Capital of Canada – City of London 
7. International Forestry Achievement Award – Dr. Changhui Peng 
8. Golden Year Club – Boyd Case, Andrew Gordon, Evelynne Wrangler, Martin 

Alexander, Mike Clarke, Peter Marshall, Ron Bronstein, Robin Clark 
9. Volunteer Recognition Award – Jocelin Teron, Vancouver Island Section & 

Alan Fry, Vancouver-South Coast Section 
10. Canadian Institute of Forestry Award of Excellence – Kerry Spencer, Office 

and Finance Manager; Natasha Machado, Director of Programs and Initiatives; 
Rachel Brown, Communications Manager; Steph Robinson, Fundraising and 
Membership Coordinator; Sharon Yang, Forest Science Program Coordinator; 
Maddy VanCamp, Program and Advocacy Coordinator 

11. Tree of Life Award – Tamara H. Higgins, Newfoundland and Labrador Section; 
Beverly Wilson, Rocky Mountain Section; Al Wiensczyk, Cariboo Section 

12. Member Silver Ring – Tyler Searls 
13. Section of the Year – Rocky Mountain Section 

To learn more about the CIF-IFC National Awards Program, visit: cif-ifc.org/national-
awards. 
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About CIF-IFC  
 
The Canadian Institute of Forestry/Institut forestier du Canada (CIF-IFC), established in 
1908 is a non-profit organization that serves as the national voice of forest practitioners, 
providing a united scientific and peer reviewed perspective on issues facing the forest 
sector. This unique mandate draws forest practitioners from government, industry, 
academia, Indigenous and environmental organizations, together in a way that provides 
thought leadership on these issues as well as creates cutting-edge networking 
opportunities helping to sustain our forests through outreach and education, knowledge 
mobilization and competency training, and flagship programs and initiatives.   
 
 
MEDIA CONTACT 
 
Rachel Brown 
Communications Manager 
Canadian Institute of Forestry 
mailto:rbrown@cif-ifc.org 
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